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United Labor Zionist Movements’ Achievements 
FOR MONTH OF MAY 









On May 3lst, in closing its first month’s appeal on behalf of the Bonds 
for the State of Israel, Labor Zionist Committee reports following re- 
sponse to its appeal: 













In commitments $4,120,000.00 
Paid in Cash 2,347,000.00 
















New York leads the way with close toes $1,000,000.00 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, Detroit, St. Louis, 
Milwaukee and Los Angeles paid OV€F nan 900,000.00 






Bond Committees Have Been Organized Throughout the Country 









June and July Designated as Mobilization Months 












Rallies and Meetings are to be Arranged in Many Communities! 


e OUR AIM: 


Register one hundred thousand bond holders—members and friends of the Labor 
Zionist Movement! 


e AIM FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE: 
Additional Million Dollars in payment for Israel Bonds! 










Every Bond Holder is an active participant in the build- 









ing of an economically strong and independent Israel! 










For Information write to: 







LABOR ZIONIST ORG.—POALE ZION PIONEER WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION 
45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
HISTADRUT DIVISION 
FARBAND—LABOR ZIONIST ORDER STATE OF ISRAEL BONDS 
45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 33 East 67th Street, New York City 





NATIONAL LABOR ZIONIST COMMITTEE 
FOR ISRAEL BONDS. 


14th Floor 
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HIGH UP IN THE WHITE MOUNTAINS 
on 
STINSON LAKE 
RUMNEY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Hawthorne Lodge 


Aaron L. Richman, Management 





OPEN JUNE 29th THROUGH SEPTEMBER 


* A picturesque Setting where Mountains Meet the Lake! 


* Private White Sand Beach on Spring-fed Lake. 
© Rooms with Private Bath and Shower. 
* Riding, Tennis, Boating, Mountain Climbing. 


¢ HONEYMOON COTTAGE with fireplace and private sand beach. 


RATES FROM $60 TO $80 PER WEEK 





AMERICAN PLAN — CHOICE MENU 
SPECIAL RATES TO JULY 15th AND AFTER LABOR DAY! 


POLLEN FREE AREA 


Write for Folder or Telephone 
AC 2-1061, 527 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK CITY 


After June 15th 


HAWTHORNE LODGE 


STINSON LAKE, RUMNEY, N. H. 


























Trade Minister 
Geri Lauds 
Histadrut Role 


In reply to questions after 
an address before a United 
Jewish Appeal function in 
Newark, Israel’s Minister of 
Trade and Industry Yaakov 
Geri clarified the relationship 
between Histadrut and the 
general economy of Israel. 
Mr. Geri stated that any re- 
ports of governmental favor- 
itism toward Histadrut, the 
largest Israel trade union, 
were a “malicious and dia- 
bolical lie.” He described as 
equally false stories that His- 
tadrut, which operates some 
industrial enterprises on its 
own, uses its trade union 
power to compete unfairly 
with private enterprise. 

“There is no discrimination 
of any kind and no unfair 
competition,” Geri said. “I 
am not a member of any 
party in Israel. I have been 
connected as director with 
many large concerns in Is- 
rael. The leaders of Histadrut 
and the Labor party officials 
of the government have al- 
ways been patriotic and rea- 
sonable. 

“Neither Histadrut nor the 
Labor party leaders have ever 
put their own narrow inter- 
ests above that of the nation. 
Of course there is disagree- 
between 
management and the labor 


ment sometimes 


unions on wages and condi- 
tions, but that happens in any 


free country.” 





Pe te 


Jewish 


FRONTIE 








Voi. XVII JUNE, 1951 No. 6 (194) 








SHLOMO Katz 
Managing Editor 

Editorial Board 
BEN HALPERN 
SHLOMO GRODZENSKY 


Haym GREENBERG, 
Editor 


Marte SyrRKIN JosEPH SCHLOSSBERG 
Jacos J. WEINSTEIN 


Pincuas Cruso, Manager 








Contents: 


Epiror1aL COMMENT: 
THE “HuLEH” CONFLICT Se 
ANTI-TOTALITARIANISM AND CiviL RIGHTS 
No Omnisus AID : 
THE Economic Issues IN IsRAEL, _ Ben Halpern 
IsRAEL’s STAND ON Korea, by Moshe Sharett 
THE Reticious Issue IN IsraEt, by Shlomo Katz 
“OLIVER Twist” IN Boston, by Marie Syrkin 
THE Neo-Nazis, by Kurt R. Grossman 
Notes FoR A LaBor ZIONIST ProcraM, by C. Bezalel Sheen 
“Wer ArE BoTH From Brooktyn,” by Hayim Greenberg 
MAIMONIDES IN ENGLIsH, A Review, by Mordecai S. Chertoff 
Quiet STREET By ZELDA Popkin, Reviewed by M. Sefton 








Published monthly by the Jewish Frontier Association, 45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y, 


and admitted as second class mail, December 1, 


1934, at the Post Office, New York, N. Y,, 


under the act of March 3, 1879. Single copies 35 cents. Subscriptions $4.00. Canada and Foreign, 


$4.50. Telephone: New York Editorial and Business Office: 
929 North Kenmore Avenue, Telephone: OL 2367. 


ALgonquin 4-8754. Los Angeles: 
De 05; 





f 


Free Camp Information Service 


CAMP DEPARTMENT 
THE JEWISH FRONTIER 
45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 
Please send me information as follows: 


Location Desired 


aa 











Age of Boy Age of Girl 








Approximate Fee Per Child Dietary Laws 








Name 





Address 





Remarks 








_—s 








JUNE, 


- 
vo 
drainas 
abstain 
For 
over tl 
format 
district 
It con 
Merom 
and ar 
settlem 
malaric 
In his 
famous 
“Pract 
(of th 
month: 
ders ar 
Thre 
over P 
reclain 
them. 
for its 
ish Na 
the di 
stantly 
Dur 
lan arn 
toa de 
ended 
forces 
part oO 
zone. 
absorb 
grants 
ploym« 
called 
which 
bring» 
der cu 
thousai 
a syst 
area of 
hundre 
merl, 
tion of 
would 
now ci 
It w 
vened. 
tacked 
ject. | 












JUNE, 1951 


Editorial 


The “Huleh” Conflict 


in SECURITY COUNCIL of the United Nations 
voted 10 to 0 ordering Israel to stop the 
drainage of the Huleh swamp. The Soviet Union 
abstained from voting on this question. 

For readers not acquainted with the conflict 
over the Huleh, the following background in- 
formation should be of assistance. The Huleh 
district is situated at the northern tip of Israel. 
It consists of a lake (the Biblical Waters of 
Merom), about ten thousand acres of swamp, 
and another twenty-five thousand acres whose 
settlement is made difficult by the prevalence of 
malaria mosquitos that breed in the swamps. 
In his well-known book The River Jordan, the 
famous archaeologist Nelson Glueek wrote: 
“Practically all children born in the swamps 
(of the Huleh) in the spring and summer 
months die in infancy with malaria; their el- 
ders are worn by the ravages of this disease.” 

' Throughout the period of the British mandate 
over Palestine there were plans to drain and 
reclaim this area, but nothing was done about 
them. The British administration was not noted 
for its energy in developing the land. The Jew- 
ish National Fund owned a concession to drain 
the district, but various obstacles were con- 
stantly placed in the way of its implementation. 
During Israel’s war of independence the Syr- 








ian army penetrated this district at a few points 
to a depth of a couple of miles. When the war 
ended and an armistice was signed, the Syrian 
forces withdrew to their own borders, but a 
part of this area was declared a demilitarized 
zone. Israel, working against many odds to 
absorb the tremendous influx of new immi- 
grants and provide them with food and em- 
ployment, began to drain the Huleh. The plan 
called for the deepening of the Jordan channel 
which would rid the district of its excess water, 
bring an additional fifteen thousand acres un- 
der cultivation (enough land for about two 
thousand new agricultural family units under 
a system of intensive cultivation), clear the 
area of malaria and release annually about one 
hundred million cubic meters of water, for- 
merl wasted through evaporation, for irriga- 
tion of other areas. The draining.of the swamps 
would also make available large deposits of peat 
now covered by water. 

It was at this point that the Syrians inter- 
vened. Their regular and irregular forces at- 
tacked the labor crews working on the pro- 
ject. Other parts of the demilitarized zone 


Comment 


were fired upon and on one occasion seven Is- 
raeli police were killed. The government of Is- 
rael retaliated by bombing Syrian positions. 
Then the matter was brought before the Se- 
curty Council and Israel was ordered to sus- 
pend its drainage activities. 

It should be noted that the members of the 
Security Council did not question in principle 
Israel’s right to proceed with this beneficial 
work. Nor did Maj. General William E. Riley, 
Chief of Staff of the United Nations Truce 
Commission, have any doubts on this score. On 
May 2, 1951, he stated: “... I am not quarel- 
ling with the project at any time. I feel that 
that is not a matter which affects either Syria 
or the United Nations. I am involved in the 
normal restoration of life within the demili- 
tarized zone which affects the thirty, forty or 
fifty Arabs that own the approximately seven 
or eight acres of land within the demilitarized 
zone.” 

This was the legal crux of the matter. The 
part of the Jordan channel that had to be deep- 
ened abutted on seven acres of land owned by 
Arabs. This microscopic bit of real estate the 
Arabs, inspired from the proper quarters, re- 
fused to sell. In any normal country, a gov- 
ernment has the right of eminent domain, and 
when an individual owns property that stands 
in the way of a necessary project for public 
benefit, the owner is compelled to sell such 
property to the government at a reasonable 
price. In the case of the Huleh project Syria 
used military force against Israel to prevent 
the proper acquisition of the seven acres and 
stop the amelioration of an entire district. 

The Syrians also voiced other complaints. 
The draining of the swamp, they said, might 
change the strategic picture in the neighbor- 
hood. They preferred a malarial swamp on 
their border. Besides, if and when the day came 
for the long promised Arab second round 
against Israel, it would be definitely inconven- 
ient for them to have an additional two thou- 
sand Jewish farming families instead of an un- 
inhabited morass. But this Syrian argument ap- 
plies, of course, not only to the Huleh. The 
Arab politicians are unhappy about the presence 
of Jews in Tel Aviv, too, and not only in the 
Huleh. 

The Security Council vote ordering Israel 
to suspend the drainage work was taken with 
a’ not very good conscience. One after ano- 
ther of the Council members stressed that 
it was a temporary injunction and that they 
did not intend to postpone the work indefi- 
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nitely. In this respect the Security Council 
bowed to its own fears. With the situation in 
Iran threatening an explosion on a world wide 
scale, the Council was anxious to restore a 
cease fire in this sensitive spot of the Middle 
East. 


We believe that the Security Council’s fears 
of Arab saber rattling were exaggerated. It 
is true that the Arab countries are still com- 
mitted, by their own declarations, to_a second 
war against Israel. If at this time they refrain 
from large scale hostilities it is not because 
they have become lovers of peace but because 
they know that they are not now capable of 
waging such a war successfully. This fact is 
well known not only in Damascus and Cairo 
and Baghdad, but also in Washington, London 
and Ankara. The intentions of the Security 
Council in trying to liquidate the hostilities 
around the Huleh may have been of the noblest, 
but it should not have given in so readily to 
what was thinly veiled blackmail on the part 
of Syria. 


Anti-Totalitarianism and. 
Civil Rights 


FRECENTLY the daily press reported that a 

teacher in a public school in a city in Iowa, 
who enrolled his son in a Catholic parochial 
school, had been asked to resign his teaching 
post on the ground that his action served to 
undermine the prestige of the public school sys- 
tem in that city. We do not know what the 
Iowa teacher answered his critics. But he could 
very well have argued that the freedom of re- 
ligion guaranteed in the Constitution of the 
United States and by the individual states per- 
mits him to bring up his son in whatever faith 
he chooses. 


No law is broken by a parent sending his 
child to a religious parochial school. The law 
only requires that parents send their children to 
schools maintaining specific educational stand- 
ards and holding a charter from the appropriate 
authorities. In this respect Catholic parochial 
schools are not different from private or pro- 
gressive or experimental schools. They exist as 
recognized educational establishments. One may 
approve or disapprove of their program, but 
there can be no question that they enjoy a right- 
ful, legal status within the democratic frame- 
work of American education. The fact that the 
Iowa teacher derives his livelihood from the 
public school system of his city imposes on him 
but one obligation—to perform his duties con- 
scientiously and efficiently. The fulfillment of 
this obligation was not questioned by the city 
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school authorities. Consequently the municipal 
authorities had no right to dictate the type of 
education his son was to receive as long as it 
was acquired in a publicly recognized estab. 
lishment. . 


It is still more disturbing to come across 4 
similar infringement of a teacher’s civil rights 
not in some small remote community in Iowa, 
but in the heart of New York City. Mr. Norman 
London, a teacher of languages in Junior High 
School No. 52, is in danger of losing his job, 
His “‘crime” consisted in refusing to escort a 
number of pupils to the MacArthur parade that 
was held on April 18, 1951. Dr. William John- 
son, superintendent of schools, maintains that 
in refusing to carry out the instructions of his 
superiors Norman London harmed his useful- 
ness as a teagher. Dr. Johnson further points 
out that the parade was held during school hours, 
when teachers must be with their charges. Mr. 
London’s time, by implication, was not his own, 
but belonged to his employer, the City of New 
York, and he should have done as ordered. 

The case of Norman London raises an im- 
portant question. Since when are public school 
teachers bound to participate in political demon- 
strations? April 18, 1951, was not a legal holi- 
day. (Were that the case Norman London, and 
all other teachers, would have been off duty.) 
On that day the administration of the City of 
New York wanted to honor General MacArthur 
with a parade and decided that the occasion 
merited the cancellation of school work. But 
even if we are to assume that the parade justified 
interference with the school program, no one 
could be compelled to march in the parade or to 
watch it. As a matter of fact, parents had to 
give their written consent to their children’s 
participation in the parade. Some parents re- 
fused such permission and their children re- 
mained in their classes. Some teachers volunteered 
to escort the children, Norman London did not 
volunteer. When he was ordered to take the 
children to the parade, he refused to carry out 
the order. 

It was Norman London’s right to refuse to 
participate in the parade, just as it was his right 
to have his own opinion of General MacArthur's 
political views. The General is now the focus 
of a sharp political dispute and no city govern- 
ment has the right to compel one of its citizens 
to do something that could be interpreted as 
approval of the General simply because that 
citizen is an employee of the city. The attempt 
to deprive Norman London of his teaching post 
is therefore an encroachment on his personal 
civil rights as well as on civil rights in general. 

We are informed that Dr. Johnson is now 
trying to justify his action on the grounds that 
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Norman London’s politics are not all they 
should be. Norman London, he said, is supported 
by a teachers’ union that had been expelled 
from the American Federation of Labor as well 
as from the C. I. O. because it is dominated by. 
Communists. It should be apparent to any sen- 
sible person how dangerous such an approach can 
be. Dr. Johnson’s statement is a thinly veiled 
hint that Norman London is himself probably 
aCommunist. But what has that to do with the 
issue at stake? If there is a law that Commu- 
nists must not teach in public schools, and if it 
is proved that Mr. London is a Communist, than 
he should be discharged for this reason, but not 
because he refused to honor a general whom he 
has every right to consider a menace to America 
and to the world. Is it a “crime” for a citizen 
employed by a municipality to side with the 
President against a general in a_ political 
controversy? 

Communists and their followers will rush to 
the defense of Norman London. Their right to 
protest is perhaps less than that of anyone else. 
In the Soviet Union recalcitrant teachers like 
Norman London would be handled quickly, 
without hearings, trials or public discussion. But 
our Opposition to communism must not lead 
us astray onto the very ways of totalitarianism 
which we condemn. 


No Omnibus Aid 


HE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS Committee and 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
have before them bills to give Israel a grant-in- 
aid of one hundred and fifty million dollars. 
Many Congressmen, the press and public opinion 
are in favor of the passage of these bills. The 
President, too, has expressed himself in favor of 
direct aid to Israel. 
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But despite all this good will and an appreci- 
ation of the role of Israel as a stabilizing factor 
in a disturbed world and a civilizing force in 
the Middle East, there exists the danger that 
this legislation may be sidetracked. There is 
little likelihood that Congress will refuse out- 
right to aid Israel. But elements within the 
Administration that are still not reconciled to 
Israel’s existence and seek every opportunity to 
do it some harm may find ways of reducing the 
aid to a point where it becomes almost insignifi- 
cant. This may be accomplished by including 
Israel in an omnibus aid measure for the entire 
Middle East; indeed there has already been some 
talk of pressure exerted to achieve such an end. 
By including aid to Israel within a broader pro- 
gram of assistance to the Arab countries it would 
be possible to whittle down the actual help to 
the Jewish State without antagonizng public 
opinion by trotting out Arab “grievances” every 
time Israel presented a claim to.a rightful share 
in the aid program. 

Omnibus aid would therefore be of little 
value to Israel and would not serve the purposes 
of this country in extending help to other lands. 
Israel’s problems are different from those of its 
Arab neighbors; its needs are not the same either 
in kind or_in scope. Furthermore, the Admin- 
istration must bear in mind that the Arab coun- 
tries still consider themselves at war with Israel. 
Under these circumstances it would be unreason- 
able to consider the Middle East as a unified 
region to ke helped as a unit. Such a mechanistic 
approach, oblivious of the very real situation 
prevailing in the area known as the Middle East, 
would do at least as much harm as good by 
stimulating regional jealousies and hamstringing 
the constructive programs it aims to encourage. 
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The Economic 


by Ben 


Tt GREAT PROBLEM in Israel at the present 

moment is the economic problem, and the 
great hardships affecting the people are eco- 
nomic hardships. Accordingly, economic issues 
take precedence in all the debates and polemics 
of the current election campaign. In the elec- 
tions to the First Kuesset foreign policy ques- 
tions were uppermost in the minds of the voters. 
At that time a considerable part of the middle 
class, as well as most of the workers, backed Ben 
Gurion and Mapai as an expression of confid- 
ence in their past conduct of war and diplomacy 
and in their foreign policy program. In last year’s 
municipal elections, when many of the same 
voters turned against Mapai, it was because of 
their grievances against the austerity regime and 
economic controls imposed by the government. 
The losses of Mapai on these issues were matched 
by the striking gains of the General Zionist 
Party, whose whole appeal was to the economic 
interests that were hampered by the govern- 
ment policy. The same issues still dominate the 
current election campaign to the Second Kuesset, 
and hence it is the General Zionist Party which 
figures as Mapai’s major rival. 


The methods with which the campaign is be- 
ing conducted are those common in elections 
everywhere. As a shocked New York Times 
correspondent pointed out in a rather naive re- 
cent dispatch, the Israeli parties are fighting each 
other with unbridled accusations and crude ap- 
peals to special interest. The General Zionists 
denounce “Mapai bureaucracy” and alleged fa- 
voritism to “Histadrut monopolies” and promise 
to achieve economic stability while relieving the 
citizens of economic controls. The left-wing 
accuses Mapai of selling out the workers to in- 
ternational capital and promises to solve the 
country’s economic problems by “real” controls 
and “real” economic planning. Mapai, for its 
part, accuses the General Zionists of pandering 
to the black market, and Mapam of serving the 
interests of a foreign power. It is able to promise 
the public only a continuation of the same 
economic tensions as it suffers today, with the 
hope, however, that by the end of the Second 
Knesset’s four-year term the outlines of a bal- 
anced economy will begin to emerge. 

Undoubtedly such recriminations and appeals 
to special interest are effective electioneering 
tactics, else they would hardly be employed so 
universally. The General Zionist Party particu- 
larly benefited from intensive propaganda on 
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Issues In Israel 


Halpern | 


this level in the municipal elections. One of 
the curious facets of the present economic 
crisis in Israel is that the Government seems to 
be directly responsible for existing economic 
hardships, most of which may be traced to con- 
trols. With little unemployment and a large 
supply of money, both business and labor are 
earning at a rate as high as they have ever 
experienced, and if the shortage of goods pre- 
vents them from enjoying the actual fruits 
of their income, it is natural, if not rational, 
that their resentment should be directed against 
the government controls which limit spending. 
That feeling was given vent in the municipal 
elections, when the General Zionists, who are 
the boldest advocates of decontrolling Israel’s 
economy, got a far larger vote than even their 
most enthusiastic backers had anticipated. 


However, there is reason to believe that this 

time the voters will examine the economic 
issues from a broader and more objective point 
of view. Everyone knew that a vote for a Gen- 
eral Zionist mayor would not commit the whole 
country to a policy of economic liberalism, and 
consequently it was possible to enter a protest 
vote against the government without risking any 
radical departure from its basic policy. How- 
ever, to vote General Zionist in the present elec- 
tion means not only to express one’s resentment 
against rationing and price controls; it means 
risking the introduction of new policies which 
—if one may take the General Zionists seriously 
—mizht entail a sharp break in the price level 
and result in widespread unemployment. Fur- 
thermore, in the period since the municipal elec- 
tions, various shifts in policy have been made 
to meet the General Zionist point of view—con- 
trol of the market has been relaxed, special con- 
cessions have been made to persons wishing to 
import capital—and the results have occasion- 
ally been so serious‘that it was obvious to every- 
one that new controls were necessary. The Is- 
rael population has learned in the plainest pos- 
sible way that their economy is balanced on a 
knife’s edge, and every shift to one side or 
another can overbalance it. One can expect 
them to let caution and not irritation guide 
them, And for a cautious Israeli today his 
newspapers provide a profusion of economic 
analyses, from every possible point of view, as 
to his current problems and their potential so- 
lutions. The only difficulty is in deciding whom 
tu believe. 
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Despite the divergent counsels, there is no 
doubt about the basic facts in the situation. Is- 
rael’s present economic crisis arises from the fact 
that the country has practically doubled its 
population in three years. The new residents 
need food, shelter, and clothing which the coun- 
try is not yet equipped to produce, for even be- 
fore the present tidal wave of immigrants, the 
country had long been bringing in immigrants 
faster than it could build industry and agricul- 
ture to supply them. This means that the coun- 
try has to import food, manufactured goods, 
and building materials beyond what its current 
exports can pay for. At the same time it must 
also obtain capital abroad to import machinery 
and raw materials so it can give employment 
to its growing population and build the indus- 
tries with which it hopes some day to bring 
its international trade into balance. Complica- 
ting the situation are these facts: Israel has no 
great untapped natural resources to attract pro- 
fit-seeking capital; and as a result of war, and 
other inflationary forces, it has an inflated price 
level, a high wage level, and a far lower level 
of productivity than the industrial countries it 
must compete with in foreign trade. Despite 
the significant financial support which Diaspora 
Jews have given Israel in absorbing immigrants 
—a task which is no less their responsibility than 
Israel’s— and despite Israel’s foreign assets in 
England, inherited from the Palestine govern- 
ment, and the loans it has obtained in the 
United States, the country, as a result of the 
situation described, has found itself continually 
short of the foreign funds that .are an essential 
requirement of its economy if it is to keep 
bringing people in and feed, clothe, house, and 
employ them at a time when it cannot yet pro- 
duce what it needs locally. 


HERE IS ONE obvious answer to the economic 
problems of Israel: limit or suspend immi- 
gration. This is an answer to which the Gen- 
eral Zionists have given occasional support, and 
which has been intimated even in some utter- 
ances of the left- -wing opposition. But for the 
overwhelming majority of voters in Israel of 
every persuasion, from right to left, it is a totally 
unacceptable answer. To advocate such a policy 
openly and consistently is politically unthink- 
able in Israel today. Even if this were not so, 
economic considerations alone could not deter- 
mine the rate of immigration to Israel today. 
In effect, immigration to Israel is limited from 
all those countries where Jews have any freedom 
of action; but there are enough other countries 
—like Yemen and Poland yesterday and Iraq 
and Hungary today—where Jewish emigrants 
are virtually refugees, moving under forced 
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transfer, to keep Israel in a chronic and con- 
tinuing state of economic unbalance. All par- 
ties, then, are faced with the same problem: 
how to cope with an-economy which consumes 
goods much beyond its capacity to produce and 
which consequently has to import far more 
than it can pay for out of current production. 

In theory, only two of the three major par- 
ties in the election have a logically consistent 
answer to that question. The right opposition 
has one (or more) such answer and the left 
opposition has another, opposite answer. Mapai 
has only the problem and the necessity of meet- 
ing it in its successive phases by whatever reme- 
dies are dictated from time to time by the con- 
crete situation. 

In essence, the answer of the right wing eco- 
nomists is to attract to Israel sufficient invest- 
ment capital from the Western countries to 
finance Israel’s current payments and build up 
export industries that will in time balance im- 
ports. Not long ago, there was a very simple- 
minded view as to how this could be done. The 
post-war international shortage of supply was 
then passing over into a buyers’ market—prices 
were falling and goods were available for pur- 
chase. It was then contended by spokesmen of 
the General Zionists that a policy of encourag- 
ing imports, which could be had abroad at far 
lower prices than in Israel, would knock the 
bottom out of Israel’s inflated price level. When 
prices and wages went down far enough, goods 
could then be produced at prices low enough 
to compete in international trade, and, accord- 
ing to classical economics, capital would be at- 
tracted to the country to take advantage of its 
low-cost producing conditions. 

There were, of course, difficulties in this posi- 
tion from the very beginning. The industrial- 
ists in Israel objected to a plan than would, at 
the very outset, knock the props from under 
their existing enterprises; hence the proposal 
would have to be altered to provide against 
such imports as would put existing concerns out 
of business. Such a concession cuts the ground 
from under the whole conception, for the whole 
price schedule in Israel is so far out of line with ° 
world conditions that a scheme to protect the 
existing structure of local industry while using 
imports to lower the price (and wage) level 
would involve the most intricate kind of plan- 
ning and controls. But with or without this 
feature, the whole idea now appears obviously 
unreal. For the past three years, Israel has 
brought in huge amounts of imports without 
any ‘appreciable lowering of domestic prices. 
The reason has been that in order to finance 
the war and the absorption of immigrants, Is- 
rael was forced to issue its own currency and 
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expand credit at a rate which kept prices in Is- 
raeli pounds fairly stable. 


Now some General Zionists advocated keeping 
immigrants in camps at a minimum cost rather 
than spending more to integrate them into the 
economy. But if they hoped to prevent infla- 
tionary increases in the government budget in 
this way, there was nothing they could do to 
prevent the inflationary effect of money issued 
to finance national defense. 

The expansion of Israeli currency and do- 
mestic credit meant that the official rate of 
$2.80 to the pound became artificial, for $2.80 
would buy considerably more grain or shoes or 
building materials at the official price than would 
an Israeli pound. These conditions make it diff- 
cult to attract foreign capital to Israel, for as 
soon as a dollar is converted to an Israel pound 
at the official rate, it loses a good part of its 
value in terms of goods. But there is also a 
black market for goods and for dollars both. 
The shortage of goods in Israel is so great that 
an automobile in Israel will bring more Israeli 
pounds on the black market than can be bought 
in the United States for the dollar value of that 
automobile here. Thus it was worthwhile for 
Israeli black marketeers to sell Israel pounds here 
very cheaply for dollars in order to buy auto- 
mobiles, refrigerators, etc. for resale at a tidy 
profit in Israel. The American who made such 
a deal obtained pounds well below the official 
rate to cover his expenses as a tourist or for 
transmission to relatives or dependents in Israel. 
The Israel government lost an opportunity to 
get dollars at advantageous terms and had to 
accept goods that were not necessarily desired 
as part of an investment program. 


[N view of this situation, the recent tendency 

among General Zionist economists has been 
to recommend currency manipulations a la 
Hjalmar Schacht as a method of attracting 
foreign capital. The proposal is that the gov- 
ernment itself permit Israel pounds to be sold 
at a discount—but not as great a discount as 
in the black market—by approved firms who 
would use their dollars for purchasing approved 
import goods. Foreign investors too would be 
allowed to buy specified materials with their 
dollars and sell them in Israel in the free market. 
This plan has been adopted already and put into 
effect by the Israel government, so that it can- 
not be made a basis for criticism of current 
policy. If anything the shoe is on the other 
foot, for the Israeli trading and speculating 
public took such advantage of this semi-recog- 
nition of the black market that they seriously 
depressed the market value of the Israel pound, 
and turned the whole scheme into a method 
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of converting Israel capital into dollars and vic 
versa, whichever proved most profitable. Ger 
eral Zionist advocates themselves began to cl- 
mor for stricter controls on the whole procedr ' 
which in any case is the reverse of a policy 
economic liberalism. 

Thus, the picture as regards the General Zion 
ist economic critique of Mapai is a very ‘con 
fused one, It is very rare to hear them expounc 
a thorough going, consistent policy of economic 
liberalism in opposition to the “socialist” con- 
trols and planning of the present regime. The 


types of monetary and fiscal manipulations they | 


recommend instead are not rejected out of hand 


but frequently experimented with by Mapai. | 


Thus the argument is reduced to the purely 


political level of the “outs” saying that they | 


could do it better, and that only by ousting the 
“ins” could things be expected to improve. 

N CONTRAST, the left opposition has a theoreti- 

cally clear and consistent position. It is} 
merely a question how much relation it has to 
reality. The basic tenet of the Mapam economic 
doctrine is that Israel can solve its economic 
problems largely by intensive, planned use of its 
own resources, and by isolating itself from the 
influence of the world market. 

On the critical side) Mapam can make out 
a strong case against the feasibility of getting 
enough of the right kind of capitalist invest- 
ment in Israel to balance Israel’s payments and 


build its export industries. They can point to} 
the lagging use of the Import-Export loan by} 


private industrialists in Israel, some of whom 
seem more interested in real estate and currency 
speculations as an outlet for their profits than 
in industrial investment. They can argue cog- 
ently that American capital has been exceeding- 
ly reluctant to invest in foreign countries, and 
that today in particular, with a war industry 
boom under way, there are sufficient outlets for 
profits in the United States. They can pick 
considerable flaws in the justification for some 
of the particular investments or loan transac- 
tions that have been made, like a shoe factory 
that adds additional capacity to an industry 
whose existing capacity is not fully utilized, ot 
an automobile factory whose product costs Is- 
rael dollars in the form of parts to be assembled, 
or transport equipment that involves foreign 
currency payments for replacement parts of 
fuel, 

From this they try to carry the public to the 
conclusion that Israel does not need to encourage 
private investments or get intergovernmental 
loans in Washington in order to finance the ab- 
sorption of immigrants. Sometimes they seem 
almost to argue that Israel can set up an eco- 
nomic autarchy of its own, and can even build 
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d vic § self up to a position of agricultural and indus- 
Ger § -rial self-sufficiency out of its own savings. They 
o cl} » to great lengths in arguing the amount of 
ed’! | .westment capital the government could mo- 
icy ({ .ize by a forced domestic loan, by a capital 
vy, and by expanding bank credit. But be- 
Zion | ind all this lurks always the tacit admission that 
con | fsrael will always have to import consumers’ and 
d0unc} tapital goods from abroad. There is the coni- | 
nomic! fortable assumption, however, that the foreign can 
con-! exchange for this purpose will always be avail- 

The| able if only Israel knows how to foster Zionism 
3 they} in the Diaspora—the kind of Zionism which re- 
hand} gards every country of the West as a scene of 
Aapai,| potential catastrophe for Jews. Such Zionism, 
urely | they hold, will bring contributions and invest- 
they} ments from abroad in sufficient quantity so that 
g the} Israel will not be forced to offer material induce- 
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e Warm comradeship in a congenial environment. 
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ments to p rofit-seeking capital or apply to West- @ An opportunity to do your bit for Israel, the Jew- 
_ | en countries for loans. 
oreti- ai b ; Pe ish people and progressive forces everywhere. 
It is| ‘ Map ai is not in the ae. intellectual ange ce e An intelligent program for American Jewry. 
~ of the extreme General Zionist or Mapam doc- 
omic | “naire. It cannot take an abstractly consistent 
‘omic | Position on any point. It is brought into daily 
of & collision with the hard necessities of finding the 
a te means to accomplish the task of absorbing the THEN YOUR PLACE IS IN THE 
immigration and controlling those economic 
on tendencies that threaten to undermine this pro- 
tid ject. Before situations of demoralizing inflation, F ARB AN D —_ 
veal Mapai had to adopt the only methods that would 
aa have effect: administrative price control and Labor Zionist Order 
it to} MUoning, licensing of imports to restrict buy- 
a by} i88,.t0 essentials, control of speculative gold 
hal dealings, and a continuous effort to bring the acim aiiiasitiataeania 
ent government budget into balance. To build up vest wee serine 
chi production Mapai had to seek capital from all Activities for Israel and the Histadrut 
com hea by encouraging apes investment, by Stimulating Branch Programs 
ling § *eTg a loans, ie en- Support of Organized Labor 
and i P cv ee ee ee Cooperative Institutions 
st chases. To absorb immigration, settle the land, 
5 for and expand production Mapai had to adopt a 
ick policy of full employment and to direct and — + reg ove Life 
P support planned development in construction, PLUS—aticn, " soaesie Medical —" 
ome F agriculture, and industry, wherever possible in neral and Cemetery Benefits at 
sa¢-F conjunction with private investors asians 
tory J : P ? 
istry Unequivocal, steady, and firm in its main in- 
1, org tent, the policy is full of apparent contradic- FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 
5 [s-§ tons in detail. But each tack and shift goes are 45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 
sled, 2¢cording to the wind of events, the goal re- CLIP Cettteaiddio 
eign, Maining fixed and constant. Thus the “incon- AND Without obligation on my part send 
; orf Sistencies” of Mapai policy, immediately related MAIL me additional information about your or- 
as they are to the pressure of obvious need, are TODAY! ere (je) 
the™ More persuasive to common sense than the bar- Poi tial Name 
rage ten logic-chopping of the right and left wing Address 
ntall ¢Conomic doctrinaires. It has the further ad- City 
vantage that any error that appears can be readi- L_> 
ly corrected by Mapai itself—as has been done —— ene 
more than once already and will undoubtedly pete >rcse : 
continue to be done after the election. Married 1] Single 2) 
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Israel’s Stand On Korea 


by Moshe Sharett 


The following is an excerpt from the report 
of the Foreign Minister to Knesset on the ac- 
tivities of the Israel delegation to the United 
Nations. The policy of the government of Israel 
has been sharply criticized by Mapam, the left- 
wing labor party whose sympathies are with 
the Soviet Union. Israel’s foreign policy will 
be an important issue in the national elections. 


T= TRAGIC conflict in Korea cast its heavy 

shadow on all the proceedings of the UN 
Assembly. Israel’s sense of international respon- 
sibility as well as its concern for its own future 
have compelled it to take a definite stand on 
this problem. Our statements in the UN, the 
way we voted and the cease fire plan we pro- 
posed as a prelude to negotiations, were all mo- 
tivated by concern for peace and the desire to 
prevent, or at least postpone, the misfortune 
of another war. Peace and the strengthening 
of the UN as an instrument of peace were at 
the root of the stand we took since the conflict 
in Korea broke out in June, 1950. 

Out of concern for peace we joined in con- 
demning the aggression that occurred in Korea, 
and for the same reason we tried, at each stage 
of the conflict, to limit and soften it, to pre- 
vent its spreadng and to participate in the 
search for a peaceful conclusion to the terrible 
crisis. Our delegation at the UN tried to ful- 
fill its duty as representatives of a member 
country. We knew that the voice of Israel 
would command special attention and, to the 
best of our limited ability, we tried to serve 
the great cause of world peace. 

Israel is particularly sensitive to the suffer- 
ings uf Korea, and the fate of this people, long 
split into two by factors over which it has no 
control and now swept by war, arouses our par- 
ticular sympathy. At the same time we are 
prevented by the demands of a realistic and 
sober policy from viewing this problem as an 
event isolated from the broader context and 
detached from the terrible international con- 
sequences that may arise from it. Fate has de- 
creed that this unfortunate country should be- 
come a burning international issue influencing 
the entire world. The future of the Korean 
people is not the only thing at stake. The deli- 
cately poised stability of the world depends on 
the outcome. 

The nature of the Korean problem explains the 
great bitterness that seized most of the civilized 
world at sight of the aggression of the North 


Korean forces last June. The civil war in China, 
despite its terrors and tremendous scope, re- 
mained restricted to the borders of that country 
from an international standpoint. The aggres- 
sion in Korea, on the other hand, infringed on 
the structure of world peace; it was an assault 
on the authority and effectiveness of the United 
Nations. This aspect of the problem determined 
the reaction of the great majority of UN 
members. 

As far back as October, 1950, we suggested 
to the Political Commission to call upon the 
forces of North Korea to cease fire and recog- 
nize the authority of the UN with a view to 
settling the Korean problem with their coopera- 
tion, and that the UN forces should stop 
their advance in case this proposal was accepted, 

Before the UN forces crossed the 38th parallel 
Israel supported a recommendation by India 
that a last attempt be made to coordinate the 
various disparate plans that had been suggested. 
This step brought Israel into disagreement with 
the United States. When the final text of this 
resolution was being drafted, Israel introduced 
amendments that would include the participa- 
tion of the North Korean people and govern- 
ment in the establishment of a united Korea. 

Our delegation has utilized every opportunity 
to warn against the excessive advance of the UN 
forces toward the Chinese border lest it serve 
as an alibi for Chinese intervention. At one 
time the Israeli delegation was promised that the 
UN forces would halt a considerable distance 
from the Chinese border. This was not done. 
The UN forces reached the Chinese frontier 
and our worst fears. were realized. China in- 
vaded Korea and the conflict was widened and 
became more serious. 

But China’s open defiance of the UN and its 
serious infringement on world peace did not 
affect the Israel delegation to the extent of 
causing it to renounce further efforts to settle 
the conflict. We were concerned about the 
rights and wrongs of the case, but still more 
about the outcome of the conflict, whether it 
was not possible to erect a barrier to catastrophe 
while there was still time. 

At that time there came to New York the 
mission of the Chinese People’s Government and, 
thanks to the efforts of the Secretary General 
of the UN, the representative of Israel had an 
opportunity to meet with them. At that meet- 
ing I tried to ascertain the possibilities of a way 
out of the conflict on the basis of a three-point 
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program: cease fire, withdrawal of all non- 
Korean forces from the country and settlement 
of the Korean problem by the UN in coopera- 
tion with China. The reaction was negative, 
but we did not give up hope and our delegate, 
Aubrey Eban, further developed this program 
with a view to incorporating in it the features 
common to the proposals of the United States 
and the Soviet Union. This program was sub- 
mitted to a number of the UN delegations for 
comment. 


In my address before the Political Commission 
on December 13, 1950, I supported the pro- 
posal presented by India for an immediate cease 
fire and explained our view that it was neces- 
sary to seek a common ground for the two op- 
posing sides in the conflict, and our belief that 
the crisis was not devoid of possibilities for a 
solution of the Korean problem and, inciden- 
tally, for a settlement of the issues between the 
UN and the People’s Government of China. 


The proposal for a cease fire was offered to 
China and was rejected. A vacuum was created 
and, since there were no further positive pro- 
posals, there was the danger that negative ones 
would be made. Instead of additional efforts 
for a positive solution it was then suggested 
that the UN react sharply to China’s intransige- 
ance At this crucial moment our representative, 
Aubrey Eban, delivered an address on January 5, 
1951, in which he detailed our program, stres- 
sing particularly negotiations about Formosa and 
China’s membership in the UN as steps to be 
made dependent on a cease fire, though he made 
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it clear that no negotiations could take place be- 
fore such a cease fire went into effect. 

Some days later the representative of Great 
Britain gave his support to Eban’s proposal and 
the conference of the heads of the governments 
of the British Commonwealth also approved it. 
Mr. Pearson, the representative of Canada, pre- 
sented to the Political Commission a five-para- 
graph proposal which contained the basic ideas 
of the Israeli plan, though their origin was not 
named. But this proposal was offered merely 
as an expression of opinion and was not put to 
a vote. Once again a vacuum was created and, 
at the urging of India and Great Britain, Aubrey 
Eban officially presented the Israeli plan. It was 
voted on and passed by a great majority and 
handed to Peking. The government of China 
rejected the plan, but some observers thought 
the rejection of this plan was not as uncomprom- 
ising as former refusals to negotiate. 

Such is the story of Israel’s role in the UN 
in connection with the problems of Korea and 
China. Our work is not yet finished. Nor is 
this the complete story. Our delegation acted 
in accordance with the sole policy which can 
guide a state like ours. It was independent. It 
was neither subservient nor hostile to anyone. It 
judged each step according to conditions and 
the possible results. The fact that Israel recog- 
nized China and consistently supported its ad- 
mission into the UN, as well as the fact that 
Israel did not hesitate to condemn the aggres- 
sion in Korea, demonstrated our independence 
and our ability to assume initiative whenever 
there are any chances of obtaining results. 


Issue In Israel 


by Shlomo Katz 


W'ex THE ROMANS besieged Jerusalem in 
70 CE. and the city, suffering famine and 
thirst and torn by internal strife, was about 
to be captured, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai, 
an outstanding religious leader and scholar, had 
himself carried out of the city in a coffin by 
his disciples. He appeared before the Roman 
commander Vespasian and asked that Jabneh 
be given to him as a center of religious learning. 
His wish was granted. He established an acade- 
my in Jabneh which for centuries served as a 
guiding light to Jews throughout the dispersion. 

The historic significance of Rabbi Jochanan 
ben Zakkai’s escape from besieged Jerusalem at 
the moment of the city’s tragic plight has been 
variously estimated. Some said it was an act 
of treason, a sellout to the enemy. Others evalu- 


ated it as an act of highest patriotism and his- 
toric far-sightedness. When the state was on 
the verge of complete destruction—these main- 
tained—he had the foresight to realize that 
another, more spiritual, structure had to be 
erected to preserve the Jewish people from be- 
ing destroyed together with their country. By 
escaping the city in a coffin he did not act as 
a deserter, for he immediately set about build- 
ing a more powerful fortress, the fortress of 
religious law and learning which was instru- 
mental in preserving the nation for nearly two 
thousand years. 

Whether the critics or the supporters of Rabbi 
Yochanan ben Zakkai are right is not relevant 
to the subject of this article. But it is important 
to note that Ben Zakkai’s defection did mark 
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one of the earliest acts of separation of Church 
and State in history. It was an act of opportu- 
nism, to be sure, and not one of principle. Ben 
Zakkai and the generations of Jewish religious 
lawmakers and scholars that succeeded him did 
not renounce an authoritative position for re- 
ligion in a Jewish State, should one come into 
being. But this principle became an abstraction 
since Jewsh religious leaders from that time 
(with the great exception of Rabbi Akiba who 
actively and enthusiastically supported the re- 
bellion of Bar Kochba) to recent days relegated 
the matter of the reconstitution of a Jewish 
State in Eretz Israel to Divine Providence. They 
were not even neutral in this respect but gen- 
erally maintained an attitude of hostility to- 
ward the various attempts to reestablish a Jew- 
ish political entity. 

When the modern political Zionist movement 
appeared on the scene of history in 1897, it was 
shunned, by and large, by the majority of the 
Orthodox. It is true that there was a religious 
party in Zionism—Mizrachi. But this organiza- 
tion did not command a great following and un- 
til recent years its activities consisted largely 
in maintaining religious educational establish- 
ments in Palestine. The small Orthodox com- 
munity living in Palestine from former years 
opposed the objectives of the new immigrants 
in no uncertain terms. Agudath Israel, an or- 
ganization of ultra Orthodox, for whom even 
Mizrachi was not pious enough, vigorously op- 
posed the Zionist movement virtually till the 
day of the establishment of Israel. The migra- 
tions of pioneers that drained the swamps, cul- 
tivated the wilderness and literally built the 
country consisted overwhelmingly of Chalutzim 
of various degrees of Zionist-Socialist convic- 
tion. The Orthodox among them were few and 
far between. 


Yet, remarkable as it may seem, the moment 
Israel was established the Orthodox asserted in 
no uncertain terms their claim to guide the 
cultural destinies of the new State. The spiritual 
descendants of Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai, 
who had for many centuries abjured the politi- 
cal state in favor of the spiritual fortress of 
the Torah for Jews, returned to the new politi- 
cal Jerusalem, aggressively willing and anxious 
to permit all the Jews of Israel to live accord- 
ing to their ideas of what constitutes Juda- 
ism. The two-thousand-year old separation of 
“Church” from a political State was to come to 
an end. That was in effect the nature of their 
demands. 

For the sake of the record it should be pointed 
out that one Orthodox group in Tsrael is inno- 
cent of such ambitions to dominate the social 
and cultural life of Israel. This is the Neturei 
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Karta. Numbering not more than a few hun. 
dred persons they reject the State of Israel a 
a monstrosity and a sin against God, since only 
the Messiah, the son of David, has the authority 
to set up a Jewish State. Consequently, any 
Jewish State not established by the Messiah is 
a profanation of the Name, rebellion against 
the Almighty and must be destroyed. Since 
this small group is not strong enough to ac- 
complish this end, its adherents limit themselves 
to burning automobiles that were used on the 
Sabbath, stoning cars driving through their 
neighborhood on Saturday, fasting and lament- 
ing on the day of Israel’s independence and 
otherwise demonstrating their conviction that 





Israel is anathema. In recent weeks a terrorist 
offshoot of this group has been accused of try- 
ing to blow up Kzesset, the parliament of Israel, 
A number of persons have been arrested. But 
trials have not yet been held and it is prema- 
ture to say whether they are guilty of this latest 
outrage or not. 


THE orTHODOX desire to dominate the cultural 

and social life of Israel has been aided by 
five factors not of their making. They were 
quick to exploit all of these. 


1) The heritage of the mandatory regime. 
During the thirty years that Palestine was gov- 
erned under a British mandate, a body of laws 
was promulgated giving religious authorities 
control over many functions that are normally 
performed by civilian bodies in most democratic 
countries. Since for the British Palestine was 
not a national territory but an area of the Em- 
pire to be governed according to conflicting 
promises, they avoided passing laws that might 
hurt the sensibilities of the various communities. 
Marriage and divorce, for instance, were left 
in the hands of the respective religious authori- 
ties of the Jews, Moslems and Christians. When 
Israel came into being it inherited the manda- 
tory code. It takes time to pass an entire new 
code of laws and the previous ones remain in 
force until modified or replaced by new ones. 
The Orthodox elements thus had a body of 
existing legislation to base themselves on and 
to use as a lever for the extension of their author- 
ity in the country. 

2) Mass immigration. The moment Israel 
was proclaimed the country opened its gates 
to all Jews who wished to come and a tremen- 
dous mass immigration followed and still con- 
tinues. But of the large Jewish communities 
where secular attitudes and ways of living pre- 
dominated, that of Eastern Europe was largely 
exterminated by the Nazis, the Jews of Russia 
are not allowed to leave the Soviet Union and 
the Jews of America are not candidates for mi- 
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gration to Israel. The bulk of the mass immi- 
gration—after the DP camps in Germany were 
emptied—has been coming from North Africa, 
Yemen, Iraq and other countries where the Jew- 
ish communities, backward and persecuted, have 
remained devoutly Orthodox. The Religious 
Bloc in Israel thus gained a great and unexpected 
access of strength. 

3) The critical internal political situation. 
After the first elections were held in Israel a 
situation of political unbalance arose. Mapai 
emerged as the largest party, but it did not 
command an outright majority in Knesset 
(parliament). It became necessary to establish 
a coalition government. Mapam, the left-wing 
labor party, had a militant orientation on the 
Soviet Union and demanded too big a political 
price for its participation in a coalition. The 
new state, confronted with many severe prob- 
lems, decided to remain neutral in the struggle 
between East and West. Mapam was therefore 
not a suitable partner for a coalition. The Gen- 
eral Zionists were too weak. The only other 
force was the Religious Bloc and a coalition 
was established between Mapai, the Religious 
Bloc and some smaller groups which had a 
handful of representatives in Knesset. The Re- 
ligious Bloc, leaning heavily to the right in eco- 
nomic and other matters as a result of the mid- 
dle class nature of the bulk of its membership, 
took ample advantage of this critical internal 
situation to press its religious demands. 

4) The statesmanship of Mapai. Mapai, un- 
der the leadership of Ben Gurion, displayed un- 
usual tact and forbearance toward its religious 
partners in the coalition during the past three 
years. Aware that mass immigration (the in- 
gathering of the dispersion) was of paramount 
importance and urgency at this time if Israel 
is to become strong enough to defend itself 
against its hostile Arab neighbors, and if the 
Jewish communities in Europe, North Africa 
and the Middle East are to be saved from a pos- 
sible repetition of the Nazi catastrophe in view 
of the danger of war, the Mapai plurality in 
Knesset made one concession after another to 
the Religious Bloc. Ben Gurion and his Mapai 
colleagues were cognizant that sooner or later a 
Kulturkampf, a showdown with the religious 
elements, was almost inevitable. But in view of 
the urgency of more immediate matters they 
went out of their way to postpone such a show- 
down. The Religious Bloc sized up the scene 
and apparently decided to forge their iron while 
the situation was hot. 

5) Heritage of the past. There is today a 
general attitude of sympathy toward religion. 
The failure of modern secular society which pro- 
duced one totalitarian regime after another and 
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plunged the world into two global wars has 
contributed to the formation of this attitude. 
In despair, many people seek comfort and con- 
solation under the wings of some religious faith. 
Even non-believers are today much less sure 
of their convictions and more tolerant toward 
the religious. This attitude, prevalent nearly 
everywhere, is particularly strong among Jews 
for a number of reasons. The clergy of other 
peoples may, at one time or another, have sided 
with oppressors and ruling classes. The Jewish 
religious functionaries never had a ruling class 
to side with. The rabbi as well as the water 
carrier and the tailor were equally disinherited 
and persecuted in nearly all lands of Jewish 
concentration. He lacked state power to en- 
force his will or his convictions on the commu- 
nity. Consequently he was a brother in distress. 
The Orthodox and the agnostic and the atheist 
were alike herded into the gas chambers. There 
was this difference: the Orthodox Jew knew, 
or believed, that he was being murdered for his 
faith, and he had the practices and the symbols 
of his faith to reassure him; the areligious Jew 
went to his death without knowing why. No- 
where in the social sciences did he find any ex- 
planation—let alone justification—of what was 
happening to him. The symbols and observances 
of Jewish religion thus came to be respected 
and even revered for what they represented also 
among those who did not themselves either be- 
lieve or practice. 


Bvt THIs aTTITUDE of sympathetic and com- 

passionate understanding was not recipro- 
cated by the Orthodox elements. Instead it 
aroused in them a reaction of arrogant self-as- 
surance and a will to power that had not been 
foreseen. 

Twice in the course of the past year the Cabi- 
net of Israel has been compelled to resign. The 
first time the coalition was reestablished. Now 
nation-wide elections are to be held on July 30 
to choose a new parliament. On both occasions 
the crisis was precipitated by the Religious Bloc. 
Education was the peg on which it hung its 
arguments. 

Israel enjoys the dubious blessing of having 
four recognized school systems—Mizrachi, Agu- 
dath Israel (both orthodox), Labor and Gen- 
eral. This, too, is a carry-over from the days 
of the British Mandate. Parents are free to 
choose the school system to which to send their 
children. In the past the Religious Bloc com- 
plained that children of Yemenites still living 
in reception camps for immigrants were coer- 
ced into attending non-religious schools. A 
commission studied the situation and such evils 
as were found were remedied. Now the Re- 
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ligious Bloc makes a much wider claim that 
all religious education be under its control. 
(There are considerable elements in Israel who 
want to give their children an orthodox educa- 
tion but not under the auspices of Mizrachi 
or Agudath Israel.) 


More recently there arose the problem of 
drafting women for national service in the army 
of Israel. The orthodox elements objected. Pro- 
visions were made in the proposed draft law to 
assign religious girls to civilian tasks in agri- 
culture or industry. The protests continued, 
gained in violence and the propaganda that “‘the 
Ben Gurion regime is hounding religion” was 
extended even to the Jewish community in 
America. 


That this propaganda is so much harmful 
nonsense need hardly be stressed. To the extent 
that there is interference with individual rights 
of conscience in Israel, it affects the non-or- 
thodox, for though all Israeli citizens are free 
to believe whatever they wish, it is the non- 
orthodox who are not always free to act as they 
wish. Thus, for instance, there is no civil mar- 
riage or divorce in Israel today, though some 
may wish, as a matter of principle, to contract 
or dissolve marriages in such a manner. Further- 
more, only Orthodox rabbis are empowered to 
perform these ceremonies. The signature of 
a Reform rabbi would not be valid. Or, as 
another example, there is no bus service in Tel 
Aviv (nor interurban bus service) on Saturdays. 
This is a carry-over from the British adminis- 
tration. But when this item was included in 
the Tel Aviv city charter, Tel Aviv was a small 
town. Today it is a city of nearly 400,000 pop- 
ulation. No one interferes with the Orthodox 
in their observance of the Sabbath, but the 
thousands of unorthodox are hindered in their 
enjoyment of their day of rest in the week as 
they would care to enjoy it. Similarly, though 
there is no law to force the unorthodox to eat 
kosher meat, the Religious Bloc, by various 
means, has compelled the government to allot 
foreign currency for the import of kosher meat 
only. That kosher meat is more costly and thus 
compels the unorthodox to reduce their already 
limited meat diet is not regarded by the Religious 
Bloc as a wrong. On the contrary, their feel- 
ings would be outraged and they would feel 
that their civil rights are infringed upon if their 
neighbors ate non-kosher meat. 


The above are only a few of the ways in which 
the Orthodox elements have tried to impose 
their will upon the Israeli community at large. 
Given the opportunity they would extend their 
sway to include almost all aspects of social life. 
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In part this is due to fundamentalist intoler. 
ance; in part to a naive lack of understanding 
of what constitutes a political party. Indeed, 
to an outsider not familiar with the scene in 
Israel the phenomenon of a Religious Bloc in 
Parliament and in the government not commit. 
ted to any clear political or economic program 
is an anomaly... But when one recalls that to 
the Orthodox the concept of nation is alien, 
that to them Jewish people and Jewish religion 
(their interpretation of it) are synonymous and 
anyone not sharing their beliefs and observances 
is automatically a “goy,” the situation becomes 
more understandable though not more palatable, 
In a sense the Orthodox attitude is touching in 
its unsophisticated simplicity. Is not Israel their 
country? Their home? They would not tolerate 
someone smoking on Saturday, or walking about 
bareheaded, or eating non-kosher food in their 
home? So why should they tolerate such be- 
havior in Israel? 


But touching or not, the exaggerated demands 
of the Religious Bloc and their readiness to force 
a government crisis at this crucial period in 
world affairs for the sake of these demands, pre- 
sents Israel with a serious problem. There can 
be no question about the outcome of a Kultur- 
kampf in the country. The majority of Israel's 
population will not long tolerate dictation in 
matters affecting their private lives. Their fore- 
bearance can and has been imposed upon, but 
it can’t be trifled with forever. They will not 
for long renounce the principle of freedom of 
conscience. But though the outcome of a 
Kulturkampf is not in doubt, it would still be 
best to avoid it. The elections may provide the 
answer whether such as showdown with the 
Orthodox is to take place now. If the electorate 
of Israel—and the recent immigrants are a key 
factor in this electorate—votes for “political” 
parties and on political and economic issues, 
the Religious Bloc, whose economic and politi- 
cal policies are scarcely distinguishable from 
those of the General Zionists, is likely to be 
wiped out as a factor in the government of the 
country. But should religious sentiments out- 
weigh political judgment among the Yemenites, 
the Iraqi Jews and those from North Africa, 


then, indeed, Israel may very soon be faced 


with its Kulturkampf. 





Greetings to the State of Israel! 


ISRAEL BRANCH 520, Farband-L.Z.0O. 


Harry Ripps, Chairman 


Rhea Grubart, Secretary 
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"Oliver Twist” 
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In Boston 


by Marie Syrkin 


a was a picket- line in front of the Boston 
theatre showing the British import, Oliver 
Twist. A dozen or so young people were walk- 
ing up and down in the light drizzle, distributing 
leaflets and calling on the passersby to remem- 
ber “the six million.” Business at the box-office 
was good. Though it was still early in the even- 
ing a sizable line had already formed. ;- had 
ample opportunity to observe the public’s re- 
sponse to the pickets. 

Except for a few uneasy characters like my- 
self who had come to size up the situation, the 
patrons were for the most part cultivated Bos- 
tonians with a good sprinkling of college stu- 
dents among the dons and dowagers. Lovers of 
art and Dickens, they accepted the leaflets po- 
litely but unsympathetically. One professional 
gentleman in front of me could not repress his 
irritation as he scanned the blood-curdling plea 
“to remember.” 

“This is my notion of intolerance,” he ob- 
served to a tense young woman who was chant- 
ing her slogan about six million murdered Jews. 

I could see that most of the decent, mannerly 
people waiting to purchase their tickets were 
outraged by the attempt to interfere with their 
legitimate pleasures and, above all, with the 
presentation of a great classic. 

“Oliver Twist has always been a great favorite 
of mine,” a white-haired lady remarked to a 
girl in her teens, perhaps a niece, who was with 
her. 

Two blond youths continued coldly to dis- 
cuss atmosphere and “fidelity to the Cruikshank 
illustrations” as a vociferous picket walked by. 

In New York City, or for that matter Dor- 
chester, a similar demonstration would not have 
passed off so decorously. At best there would 
have been a counterbarrage of vicious wise- 
cracks, And some lout would surely have yelled 
openly what the well-bred glances and proper- 
ly modulated voices of my fellow-patrons were 
only intimating: namely, that if the Jews did 
not look out and stop pressuring, the six million 
might receive some unlooked-for accretions. — 

Because of the pickets a sense of solidarity 
developed among those in line for tickets. They 
were holding the bastion of culture and liberty 
against the barbarians. For a moment I con- 
sidered declaring my allegiance with the demon- 
strators, but only for a moment. Instead, I re- 
mained standing wondering whether there would 
be disturbances inside, whether I would be able 


to bear the image of Fagin, and whether the 
white-haired lady, the champion of tolerance, 
and the arty youths would like Jews even less 
after they got out. 


The first question was readily answered. There 
were no attempts to disturb the production. 
No audience could have been better behaved. 
Perhaps all the dissidents were outside; at any 
rate there were neither hisses nor bravos. 


The second question can be answered almost 
as readily though I am not sure as to the deduc- 
tions to be drawn. My Jewish companion and 
I were in an agony of apprehension every mo- 
ment that Fagin was on the screen. 


The third—does the picture stimulate or cre- 
ate anti-Semitism?—is, of course, the sixty-four 
dollar question. Still harder is it to assess what 
weight should be given to these various factors: 
public peace, offensiveness to a given group, 
and propaganda effect on the population. 


THE TECHNICAL question of law and order can- 

not be divorced from Jewish sensitiveness and 
the degree of anti-Jewish feeling. All three are 
interdependent and an honest evaluation has to 
consider each element separately as well as in 
relationship with the others. The social climate 
of a community is created by Jewish feeling 
and Gentile feeling, but the reverse is also true: 
the climate may be more or less propitious to 
the growth of a certain type of feeling. 


The question of public order, being essentially 
the outgrowth of the other factors, is a technical 
problem for the police. It is the other elements 
that are significant. How relevant is my winc- 
ing when I see the baleful figure of Fagin domin- 
ating the screen? My white-haired neighbor, 
if questioned, would probably suggest courte- 
ously that it is my privilege to stay away from 
the performance. She might also add that Fagin 
is not the only villain in the script. If she can 
endure the spectacle of a host of unsavory Chris- 
tian characters—murderers, prostitutes, thieves, 
etc.—why am I so agitated at the sight of one 
Jewish scoundrel: “Really, my dear, aren’t you 
being over-sensitive?”’ 

I could, of course, try to explain. I might say: 
“Madam, that is just the trouble; there is only 
one Jew in the cast and he is a monster. What 
worries me is that Fagin will be viewed not as 
a monster who happens to be Jewish but as the 
inevitably monstrous Jew—a monster by defini- 
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tion.” But then the lady would view me as 
over-subtle as well as over-sensitive. 

The scholarly gentleman might face the ques- 
tion more squately. “True,” -he might say, 
“Dickens is what you people call an anti-Semite. 
He did not like Jews any more than did Mar- 
lowe or Dostoyevsky. Granted that Fagin is the 
detestable, not a detestable, Jew. What of it? 
Is the world to be dperived of the art of some 
of its greatest masters because rightly or wrong- 
ly they shared and reflected the prejudices of 
their age? Whether or not you choose to wince 
is your private affair. I do not interefere with 
your wincing. You should not interfere with my 
not-wincing.” 

The blond youth would probably be more 
vehement: “Fagin is a brilliant study of a fa- 
miliar racial type. It is an outrage that due to 
your pressure group ten minutes of close-ups 
of Fagin have been cut from the production. 
If you identify yourself so closely with Fagin, 
perhaps you have good reason for wincing.” 

The obtuse benevolence of the dowager and 
the unconcealed venom of the blond youth are 
both relevant. But the problem has been di- 
rectly posed by the academician: Assuming that 
“Oliver Twist” is anti-Semitic and offends a 
given group, does that justify censorship? 


HE ISSUE is obscured by attempts to clear the 

novel and film of the charge of anti-Semitism 
as does Time (May 14, 1951) in an enthusiastic 
review: “The movie treats Fagin as an individual 
(as Dickens did) never as a group symbol or 
scapegoat; it is obviously not anti-Semitic by 
design, and few are likely to find it anti-Semitic 
in effect.” 

I think the Time reviewer is mistaken. There 
is little doubt that Fagin is one of the gallery 
of Dickens’ sterotypes, but the sterotype is of 
a Jew rather than of a fence. The motion pic- 
ture version, in so far as it is successful—and 
it is magnificently so—faithfully reflects the 
original. The British producers have done a 
superb job in recapturing the tone and quality 
of Dickens’ melodramatic realism. However, I 
am no more certain about the innocence of the 
production than of the novel. Though the epi- 
thet “Jew” is studiously avoided in the dialogue, 
the “symbolic” aspects of Fagin are emphasized 
rather than weakened. The screen Fagin is an 
even more pervasively evil figure than the origi- 
nal. In the first place, the star actor of the 
cast, Alec Guiness, has been given the role. He 
dominates the picture, physically and spiritually, 
in far greater measure than does Dickens’ crea- 
tion—the novel. In the book, Fagin is a meaner, 
slighter figure; he is furtive, abject evil. In the 
picture he is the power of darkness itself, tower- 
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ing over the others, or hovering over all like 
an immense bat. The other villains of the cast 
are either comic caricatures like the Beadle, or 
helpless tools like Bill Sikes or the Artful Dodger 
who enlist the sympathy rather than the ab- 
horence of the audience. Into the typical Dick- 
ens world of upright citizens, kindly gentle- 
folk, caricatures and victims, there is thrust one 
frighteningly vivid figure—the Jew Fagin. Lest 
this evaluation be considered subjective, I shall 
avail myself of the irreproachable testimony of 
the Time reviewer: “If any one threatens to out- 
shine the others, it is Alec (The Cocktail Party) 
Guiness, in the horrendous make-up of Fagin.” 
But the question at issue is not who is right in 
his estimate of the intent of writer or producer. 
The problem is not one of literary criticism in 
regard to a specific work but the more general 
one as to whether a picture in which the Jew- 
devil myth reappears should be circulated. 


Such a question cannot be answered in ab- 
solute terms. A picture is not shown in a vacuum. 
It is witnessed in a particular social climate 
which alters the character of the film as effec- 
tively as does undue exposure to light or mois- 
ture. For instance, to offer Oliver Twist for 
distribution in post-Hitler Germany cannot be 
viewed as an innocent tribute to the universality 
of art. Even if there were not a single Jewish 
survivor left on German soil to be tortured by 
the re-emergence of the Streicher monster, the 
authorities, whether German or American, 
should ban the film. A land which instituted the 
greatest blood-bath in history under the aegis 
of the Fagin-myth cannot be expected to make 
fine distinctions between Fagin as individual or 
Fagin as symbol. Fagin offered by British pro- 
ducers, is the gift supreme to neo-Nazidom in 
Germany. The disturbances which attended the 
showing of “Oliver Twist” in Germany were 
evidence not only of outraged sentiment on the 
part of the victims, but of a proper appreciation 
of the political and ideological implicatons of 
the showing. 


On the other hand, a group of Sabras in Israel 
would probably be able to view Fagin in a purer 
context than that intended by its authors. The 
sabra could view the Fagin grotesque without 
any sense of wounding identification. There are 
all kinds of scoundrels, even in Tel-Aviv, so 
why not in the Galuth! Never having suffered 
from anti-Semitism, the young Israeli is not vul- 
nerable. He does not feel himself uprooted and 
personally threatened by the hooked nose, the 
vile leer, the bat-like arms. The nose is just a 
nose, not an omen. The grotesque is a reflection 
on the non-Jewish world rather than on the Jew. 

In Israel, even the scarred survivors could 
probably look at Fagin contemptuously rather 











JUN 


than 
whe! 


(wh 
Ar 


psyc 
prof 
that 
Con: 
spre: 
com 
answ 
be 
caut 
min: 
in a 
absu 


not 
wor. 


was 
Low 
part 
perc 
gro 
mar 
77 33 


to 1 
neo: 
acte 
obs« 
not 
maj 


evel 
the: 
cha 
rep: 
app 
The 
pov 
Det 
mu 
It i 
cen 


Chi 





TER 


‘ike 
ast 

or 
ger 
ab- 
ok. 
le- 
one 
eSt 
ral] 





Jung, 1951 


than fearfully. It is perhaps the only country 
where the picture could be shown innocently 
(which means harmlessly) in 1951. 


T THIS STAGE it is hardly necessary to demon- 
strate that anti-Semitism is one of the great 
psychic ills of mankind which has reached plague 
proportions. Nor is it necessary to demonstrate 
that it injures the host as well as the victim. 
Consequently, nothing likely to increase its 
spread can be a matter of indifference to the 
community. But automatic bans are not the 
answer. The nature of the health hazard must 
be examined. Typhoid inoculations are wise pre- 
cautions but whether or not they should be ad- 
ministered depends on the degree of pollution 
in a given area. Absolute regulations would be 


absurd. 


I am aware that this analogy is questionable 
not because it is fallacious but because it is un- 
workable. It is simple enough to determine the 
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prevalence of disease in Arizona, Mexico or the 
Middle East. But what barometer will be used 
to measure the gradations of social climate be- 
tween Germany at the one end and Israel at the 
other? Discussions, protests, pickets and coun- 
ter-pickets are all indications of the temperature. 
Official action, as in the case of the Miracle, is 
another. But how is one to determine the exist- 
ence of clear and present danger? Or, to get 
down to immediate particulars, what about 
“Oliver Twist” in Boston or New York? 
Despite its offensiveness, I am afraid that both 
the white-haired lady and the louts have the 
privilege of enjoying Olivear Twist in their 
fashion. However, were the picture to be shown 
ini public schools or in any place where attend- 
ance is not a matter of choice, vigorous pro- 
tests would be in order. As far as showings in 
private theatres are concerned, it would be bet- 
ter that sanitary measures be instituted by the 
white-haired lady and the professor. In the 
United States, in 1951, it is still up to them. 


The Neo—Nazis 


by Kurt R. Grossman 


HE SURPRISING success of the Socialist Reichs 
Party (which aims to implement “all that 
was good in Nazism’) in the state elections in 
Lower Saxony is cause for justified alarm. This 
party ran fourth and polled 466,709 votes, 11 
percent of the total cast. Two other rightist 
groups—the German Reich Party and the Ger- 
man Rightist Party — received an additional 
77,573 votes. 

In recent months there has been a tendency 
to underestimate the threat presented by these 
neo-Nazi parties in Germany by glibly char- 
acterizing their leadership as neurotic. Some 
observers maintained that these groups could 
not win away the German masses from the three 
major political parties in the country. 

It is necessary to point out, however, that 
even the three major parties contain within 
themselves elements that are not democratic in 
character. Thus the Free Democratic Party 
represents industrial interests and its strongest 
appeal is to reactionary middle-class elements. 
The Social Democratic Party, too, contains 
powerful nationalist trends and the Christian 
Democratic Union is a Catholic organization 
much dependent on the Vatican for guidance. 
It is estimated that between ten and fifteen per- 
cent of the Free Democratic Party and the 
Christian Democratic Union tend toward rad- 


ical German Nationalism. To these should be ad- 
ded two other groups (The German Party and 
the German Reichs Party) which are already 
represented in the Bonn parliament. A union 
of these forces with the numerous splinter 
groups which today are not represented in par- 
liament under a common leadership would pres- 
ent a serious danger. 

World public opinion is inclined to forget 
that Hitler rose to power by precisely such 
tactics of uniting nationalist splinter groups 
and exploiting ostensibly democratic means. In 
a brief six years from 1924 to 1930 he succeeded 
in imposing his will on formerly disunited el- 
ements, forging them into a powerful political 
machine and winning 107 seats in the Reichstag. 

The situation in Germany today is not so 
radically different from what it was in the early 
twenties and, after the world’s experience dur- 
ing the past decade and a half, we must not 
easily dismiss the neo-Nazi splinter parties and 
their leaders as a bunch of ineffective crackpots. 
Crackpots many of them may be, but this in 
itself will not necessarily prevent them from 
rising to power. Even the Neuer Vorwaerts, 
mouthpiece of the Social Democratic Party, re- 
cently commented: 

“The nationalist groups may become a gen- 
uine danger if they ally themselves in their de- 
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structive attitude toward the present form of 
government with the Communists or commu- 
nist controlled organizations and find a common 
tactical political line. That the nationalist groups 
conspire with the Communists is more than a 
suspicion.” 

Even without resorting to a united front 
with communist organizations, a union of the 
nationalist splinter groups would present a grave 
danger. It must be borne in mind that the right- 
ist groups exert a far stronger influence than the 
election results generally indicate. They cun- 
ningly exploit the apathy that is a feature of 
current political life in Germany. They appeal 
to Germans who are fed up with political par- 
ties because of the corruption and selfishness of 
their leaders. The degree of this apathy toward 
the doings of the major parties was recently dem- 
onstrated in a poll conducted by the Institute of 
Public Opinion. To the question: “Do you know 
the name of the member of parliament repre- 
senting your district?” eighty percent answered 


in the negative and only eight percent 
knew anything beyond the name of their 
representative. 


The rightist groups are characterized by some 
common traits. They speak of “developing new 
forms of politics”, and “reforming democracy 
from within”. They preach the resurgence of 
the German people, and their confused mystical 
outpourings recall their forerunners who es- 
tablished the Nazi party. 

Though there are in existence hundreds of 
such groups, a few of the major ones deserve 
more close attention because they already 
constitute a “clear and present danger”. By far 
the largest of these groups is the party of the 
expellees, Germans who fled from the territories 
of East Prussia, Poland and the Sudetenland be- 
fore the advancing allied armies. Imbued with 
strong nationalist and irredentist ideas, this party 
controls an average of fifteen to seventeen per- 
cent of the total vote. In Lower Saxony they 
polled nearly 500,000 votes. 

The New York Times, a newspaper not given 
to exaggeration, had the following to say on the 
strength of the organization of the expelees: 
“Purely on humanitarian grounds, the plight of 
these millions of human beings uprooted from 
their homes and stranded in strange areas where 
they have had great difficulty in making ad- 
justment calls for sympathetic consideration 
and aid. But here, as is so often true, humani- 
tarian considerations coincide with political 
factors. The millions of people involved have 
begun to show clear signs of joining together 
politically to realize their desires. They have 
already won some political victories at the polls, 
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and a responsible official has predicted they may 
yet become the largest single political party in 
Western Germany.” 


ESTERN GERMANY’S political crisis will come 

when a leadership on the right will have 
developed possessing the intellectual and or- 
ganizational capacity to unite all the rightist 
groups and factions that are emerging almost 
daily. 

Heading the list among these neo-Nazi groups 
is the “Brotherhood” consisting largely of for- 
mer officers of the defeated Germany army. 
The nucleus of this organization was formed in 
1945 in a prisoners-of-war camp in England. 
The politically schooled officers were not content 
to “saunter out the last months of captivity in 
aimless ambulations along the barbed wire 
boundaries of their camps”. Today the “Broth- 
erhood” is the natural focus of ex-army officers, 
war cripples, refugees, and discarded Nazis. The 
program of the organization speaks of the 
“dynamics” of German character, the desire to 
“launch a better belief than democracy”, faith 
in Germany’s “destiny” and “the sad yearning 
for the comradeship of other nations than those 
who have in the past merely been bullied into 
alliance”. 

The “Brotherhood” is led by seven men, a- 
mong them ex-colonel Beck-Broichstetter, 
formerly on the staff of General von Manteuffel, 
Dr. Achenbach and Franke-Griksch, a former 
SS colonel. 

According to their three-point program, for- 
mulated mainly by Franke-Griksch, the move- 
ment strives for the freedom and brotherhood 
of Europe, the unity and indivisibility of Ger- 
many and the principle of social justice. Europe 
must become the “Third Force” and Germany 
its “strong core”. The idea is to extend the “‘Ger- 
man Revolution” of 1933 which overthrew 
Weimar to other European countries, and the 
Brotherhood favors a European Union which 
“will be independent of New York as well as 
of Moscow”. 

Of even greater significance is the domestic 
program of the Brotherhood, which combats 
the “restorationists”, i. e. those who want back 
either the Nazis or the Weimar Republic. Franke- 
Griksch is a former follower of Gregor Strasser, 
executed along with other “progressives” of the 
Nazi Party after the Roehm Putsch in June 
1934. Gregor Strasser believed that the revolu- 
tion had to go a great deal farther before it could 
be consolidated. He spoke in 1932 of the “anti- 
capitalistic yearning of the masses” and signed 
his own death sentence by agreeing to join a 
cabinet (led by General von Schleicher, mur- 
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dered with him) which would have comprised 
trade union and church leaders and moderate 
National-Socialists. 


Franke-Griksch expresses similar thoughts 
which he shares with many other nationalists. 
He thinks Germany can be reunited by steady 
pressure on the people of the Soviet zone. The 
Russians would quickly realize the inevitability 
of a dynamic reunited Germany, and would ap- 
preciate the advantage of a neutral flank in 
Europe leaving them a free hand in Asia. The 
Brotherhood contends that Europe need not 
become involved in the next world struggle. 
German rearmament in any form is rejected, not 
to further the cause of peace—the former army 
officers have not become pacifists—but because 
in their opinion, an armed but unfree Germany 
could only be a mercenary for an “outworn 
democratic faith”. 


Then there is the Inter-Social Party founded 
by the musician Andreas Meier, an old fashioned 
militarist, who wants the active party members 
to wear uniforms, and the Block of those without 
Party, which promises to do away with unem- 
ployment in about thirty days. Small monarchist 
party-groups also exist in Hamburg and in Ba- 
varia, and scores of parties claim to work in the 
interests of the refugees. These tend to merge 
with the Block of the Expellees, which showed 
surprising strength in the elections of Schleswig- 
Holstein, Bavaria, Hesse, Wurttemberg, and 
Lower Saxony. 


Several attempts have already been made to 
amalgamate nationalist groups. The German Un- 
ion was announced as the “mass movement of 
people between 20 to 40 years of age” who are 
fed up with interparty quarrels. Its leaders pro- 
mulgated “‘a program of undoctrinaire policy.” 


The more successful “National Union” was 
founded in August, 1949, with the goal of co- 
ordinating all right-wing groups. Its leader is 
Joachim von Ostau. Around von Ostau are gath- 
ered the Godesberger Circle (Godesberg is still 
remembered as the place where in September, 
1938 Neville Chamberlain tried to reach a com- 
promise with Hitler on the Czechoslovak ques- 
tion) , the Community of Independent Germans, 
and others. Dr. Underberg, a millionaire who 
owns the famous Bonekamp. liquor firm, backs 
this movement financially. 


In Bavaria Karl Feitenhansl founded the Union 
of the Fatherland. A counterpart organization 
exists in Hesse, and was licensed by the U. S. 
authorities. Feitenhansl proclaimed “the fight 
against Communism without compromise” and, 
in McCarthy fashion, suggested to the U. S. High 
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Commissioner the suppression of the “whole 
bolshevist gang including the Social Democratic 
Party.” The authorities finally caught up with 
him. He had to stand a denazification trial, was 
ranked as a minor offender and was not permitted 
to lecture for two years. But in August and Sep- 
tember, 1950, Feitenhansl arranged secret pol- 
itical meetings in Northern Germany. At a meet- 
ing in Hamburg a bloody scuffle broke out and, 
though Feitenhansl was evicted from the free 
city, he re-appeared a few weeks later at an open 
meeting. Afterwards he “graciously” received 
the press for a news conference. 


Another group, the Deutsche Block (German 
Bloc), is led by thirty-year-old Karl Meissner. 
He is a former colleague of Adolf Loritz, leader 
of the Economic Reconstruction Party in Ba- 
varia, which has 17 seats in the Bonn Parliament. 
Loritz, pretending to be anti-Nazi, has developed 
his own scheme of a would-be dictator. Again 
we find the appeal for a “‘people’s state without 
parties,” because in Meissner’s opinion the Ger- 
man people is not capable of democratic self- 
administration. He denounces the leaders of 
the majority parties in the old Nazi fashion as 
“traitors and spies.” He proclaims a new na- 
tional hymn which in translation reads: 


Germany, Germany above all 
And the Reich will be reborn. 


Meetings with Meissner are announced under 
the slogan “Storm over Germany.” He stages his 
entrance at his meetings with his bodyguard 
a la Hitler and calls himself the leader of ‘‘a 
new and hopeful idealism of conviction and 
deeds.” The present system of government “must 
be dismembered.” 


According to the Neu Zeitung of April 23, 
1951,—a German lenguage paper published by 
the U. S. Occupation Authorities—Karl Meiss- 
ner now centers his activities in Schleswig-Hol- 
stein, the sole German state with four former 
Nazis in its cabinet. In the port city of Kiel a 
meeting took place on April 6, 1951, attended 
by 800 people of whom 400 were women. There 
was parading by special units in uniforms and 
the old Nazi military pomp. Then followed ag- 
gressive speeches demanding repatriation of the 
expellees, a free Germany in a free Europe, abo- 
lition of the present party system—only the 
swastika was missing. 


The Stahlhelm (Steel Helmet), the rightist 
legion known from the Weimar days, tried to 
reorganize in September, 1950, as the organiza- 
tion “to unite all Germans” regardless of party 
affiliations. On February 24, 1951, at a secret 
meeting in Frankfurt-am-Main, the “old guard” 
elected Karl Simon as leader. It was reported at 
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the meeting that Dr. Robert Lehr, the present 
Minister of Interior of the German Federal 
Government, encouraged the revival of the 


Stahlhelm. 


Recently there were reports about the “First 
Legion,” a new organization with a program to 
fight communism and other radical move- 
ments. Here, too, we find a mystic phraseology 
in their credo: “the movement toward renew- 
al,’ “vanguard for development of new forms 
of democracy.” The most important splinter 
party is the Socialist Reichs Party led by Dorls, 
Westary and Remer. Their first great success 
has been achieved in Lower Saxony, and the 
party announced that it will now enter election 
contests in other parts of Germany. 


All these groups, associations and splinter par- 
ties declare that they stand above the parties. 
They fight the “old forms of democracy” and 
strive for “an inner renewal.” They are the 
nuclei of a neo-Nazi movement. Still disunited, 
and often at odds, their leaders are men who 
have not forgotten that Hitler succeeded in 
amalgamating the “hostile brethren” and mer- 
ging them into one strong movement, which 
first fought democracy from within and then 
plunged the world in a sea of blood and tears. 
It might well be that the Socialist Reichs Party 
will one day absorb them all. 


In view of the present political situation these 
neo-Nazi groups might not even need fourteen 
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years to rise to power. The menace they consti- 
tute was correctly defined in a recent statement 
in the Manchester Guardian: 


In a peaceful and prosperous world the 
Western Powers could ignore (this move- 
ment) or guard against it. In a socially 
unsettled Germany at a time of world crisis, 
it may become a new threat to society unless 
its pent-up vital energies are redirected into 
more orthodox, thoughtful channels. 





Greetings to the State of Israel! 


L. P. MASTEROFF 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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Notes For A Labor Zionist Program 


by C. Bezalel Sherman 


| Forage ZIONISM in the United States, attempt- 

ing to find a place for itself in the new situa- 
tion created by the coming into being of the 
State of Israel, is confronted with the task of 
reevaluating its theory and practice. The new 
conditions call for a complete reorientation and 
a new approach to the fundamental issues of 
contemporary Jewish life. Basic to this reorien- 
tation is the problem of redefining the status 
of the American Jewish community. 


That the Jews of the world constitute one 
people is axiomatic in Labor Zionist thinking. 
However, when we apply the concept of peo- 
plehood to the Jews of the various countries we 
merely define Jewish collectivity on a world 
scale. There still remains the need to delineate 


the area of Jewish group existence in the United 


States. The failure to draw such a line accounts 
for many of the mistakes American Labor Zion- 
ism and Zionism in general made in the past 
and continue to make to this day. 


There cannot be one form of Jewish group 
life, or one structure of Jewish community 
organization, in all lands. Each Jewish settle- 
ment bears the imprint of two moulds which 
give it shape. One makes it part of world Jewry 
and separates it from the rest. of the population 
in its native land; the other makes it part of 
this population and separates it from the Jews 
in other countries. The same division applies 
to the Jewish individual. He is simultaneously 
a member of the Jewish people and a citizen of 
his country. If a Jewish movement bases its 
program solely on the world aspects of Jewish 
life without taking into consideration the spe- 
cific forms these aspects assume in each coun- 
try, it is just as wrong as when it anchors its 
program on the purely local phases of a single 
Jewish community without regard to the fac- 
tors that make it a segment of the entire Jew- 
ish people. 

The Jewish community in the United States 
cannot function as a nationality. This coun- 
try does not recognize the division of its popula- 
tion along nationality lines and Jews cannot 
ask for exceptional treatment. This means that, 
as an organized group, Jews can operate only 
within a religious framework. The religious 
framework must therefore be wide enough to 
include non-observing as well as observing Jews. 
Within this framework, Labor Zionism should 
stand guard over the secular sector. 


As individuals, Labor Zionists, like all other 
Jews, can be as religious or irreligious as they 
please. As a movement, however, they are men- 
tally and emotionally best equipped to make 
their contribution to the spiritual growth of 
the Jewish community in the field of modern 
Jewish culture. In this culture are to be found 
the synthesis between the national aspirations 
of the Jewish people and the social yearnings of 
mankind from which Labor Zionism draws its 
inspiration. 

This should not be interpreted to mean that 
the religious framework of the Jewish commu- 
nity is to serve merely as a signpost for the out- 
side world. Far from it. It means, first of all, 
that no person professing a faith other than the 
Jewish can be a member of the Jewish commu- 
nity. The notion formulated by the late Dr. 
Chaim Zhitlovsky, that one can be a Christian 
by religion and a Jew by nationality, a notion 
that now has some validity in the State of Israel, 
cannot be entertained even as a theory in the 
United States. A religious designation to denote 
the totality of Jewish life in this country im- 
poses the duty upon the Jewish community to 
adhere to certain mores and observe certain 
rituals which have their origin in the Jewish 
religion. The same duty should devolve upon 
the individual Jew. The voluntary acceptance 
of a minimum of observances must be his spirit- 
ual membership dues to the Jewish community, 
even as his participation in its budgetary re- 
quirements must be his financial dues. This is 
necessary both to preserve Jewish identity in 
this country and to integrate the American Jew- 
ish community into the unity of Jewish people- 
hood. We are approaching a time when the 
Jews of the world will no longer have a com- 
nion living language. The cultural barriers be- 
tween the Jews of one land and those of another 
are getting higher every day. In proportion as 
a Jewish community becomes integrated into 
the affairs of its native land and shares with the 
rest of the population fundamental values which 
do not belong to the Jewish legacy the factors 
contributing to the fragmentation of the Jewish 
people will be strengthened. Only the preserva- 
tion cf meaningful Jewish traditions, the ob-: 
servance of Jewish holidays and folkways, and 
the fostering of modern Jewish culture and 
education, centered about and supplementing 
the creative efforts of Israel, will prevent Jew- 
ish disintegration. 
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HE sTATE of Israel fulfills a two-fold role in 
Jewish life. It is the State of the Jewish poli- 
tical nation and, at the same time, the National 
Home of the Jewish people. The difference be- 
tween these functions, although obvious, can- 
not be clearly defined because we deal here with 
an unprecedented situation. Comparisons are 
frequently made with the Babylonian period in 
Jewish history. But this is a purely mechanical 
analogy. Some seek to equate the relationship 
of Israel and the Jews to that of the Catholic 
Church; this, too, can only cause confusion. 
The Vatican is not a state in the real sense of 
the word although it is internationally recog- 
nized as one. The Vatican is the spiritual cen- 
ter of a universal religion, not the home of a par- 
ticular nation. The power of the Vatican is 
based on one-sided authority which moves from 
the top down, not from the bottom up; from 
the Pope to the faithful, not from the faithful 
to the Pope. A Jewish National Home, con- 
versely, must by its very nature rest on a two- 
way authority—one moving from Israel to the 
Diaspora, the other from the Diaspora to Israel. 
The State of Israel is the territorial property of 
its citizens. They can brook no political inter- 
ference from Jews outside its boundaries and 
must not, in turn, meddle in the civil affairs 
of the latter. Israel as the Jewish National 
Home, on the other hand, belongs to the Jewish 
people as a whole. Control in all matters bear- 
ing on the political and governmental activities 
of the State is vested in its citzens. As regards 
Jewish spiritual values, however, Israeli Jews 
must share authority with Jews in other lands. 
The culture Israel will produce will become a 
national Jewish asset only if the Jewish people 
will have participated in its creation. An Is- 
raeli Jew will, by the very fact of his residence 
in Israel, be of greater relative value in the 
totality of Jewish life than the Jew living in 
the Diaspora, even as an Irishman in Eire is of 
greater value than the Irishman living in the 
United States in terms of Irish national exist- 
ence. However, the fact that a Jew outside the 
State of Israel does not weigh as much on. the 
scale of continued Jewish national existence as 
an Israeli Jew should not disenfranchise the for- 
mer in matters affecting Jewish continuity as 
a people. ; 

I can see no reason why Israel should not, in 
time, contain a majority of the Jews in the 
world. But this is, at best, a matter of several 
generations and our concern is with what is 
happening in American Jewish life today and 
what is likely to happen in the near future. In 
order that Jews outside Israel should not be 
relegated to the status of stepchildren of an ab- 
stract Jewish people—something that would in- 
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evitably lead to tribalism and degeneration—it 
is necessary to grant them full-fledged citizen- 
ship in some world body which would encom- 
pass all Jewish communities and symbolize Jew- 
ish peoplehood. 

For lack of a better term let us call this body 
a World Jewish Parliament. The idea of such 
a Parliament is not a new one but now it as- 
sumes new relevance. A World Jewish Parlia- 
ment will not have to start from scratch. Its 
nucleus exists in the World Zionist Organiza- 
tion, which can no longer continue its pre-Israel 
organizational forms and activities. The Zionist 
Organization should now assume, in addition to 
the work of the Jewish Agency for Israel, also 
the functions of the World Jewish Congress and 
augment them by a program of cultural and so- 
cial action. It should operate in those areas 
which Jews of all lands have in common, leav- 
ing the individual communities to function in 
spheres relating to the rights and duties of Jews 
as citizens of their respective countries. The 
Parliament should also take over the regulation 
and direction of all Jewish inter-community 
activities. Spiritual citizenship in the world 
Jewish community will weave the American 
Jew into the fabric of Jewish people even as 
political citizenship in the United States in- 
tegrates him into American nationhood. 

It is the historic mission of Labor Zionism 
in this country to strike a balance between these 
two kinds of citizenship and to see to it that 
they be transformed into creative factors. With- 
out such an effort there is a grave danger of 
the Jewish personality splitting into two un- 
der the impact of the marginal existence the 
Jew is forced to carry on in the Diaspora. 


THERE is no place in Labor Zionist theory or 

practice in this country for the concept of 
“negation of the Diaspora.” In _ philosophic 
terms one might argue about how long Jews 
will survive in the Diaspora. But as a political 
organization Labor Zionism must face the fact 
that they are determined to continue to exist 
as such. Unless Labor Zionism is ready to ad- 
vance a program designed to accelerate Jewish 
dissolution, it must concern itself with the 
task of enriching Jewish living in this country. 
American Jews, bending their efforts to carry 
on as a community, will turn away in disgust 
from any movement that “guarantees” them 
gradual disappearance. The theory of “nega- 
tion of the Diaspora” can only serve as grist 
for the mills of assimilation by undermining 
the will of the American Jews to live. 

The will to live is a primary factor in the era 
of Jewish statehood. The ingathering of the 
eaxiles is the greatest Jewish achievement in 
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2000 years; but obviously it cannot mean the 
same thing for the Jews in the United States 
as for the Jews in Iraq. The overwhelming 
differences lies in that the Jews of Iraq must 
leave that country whereas American Jews can 
stay here as long as they choose to remain. In 
Canada Jews can live as such if they want to 
whereas in the Soviet Union they are incapable 
of doing so no matter how much they may 
wish to do so. The Galut (Exile) is made up of 
countries where the Jewish population faces 
physical, religious or cultural obliteration as a 
result of the policies of the state or the attitudes 
of the population. The Diaspora consists of 
countries where the Jewish population is able 
to erect barriers to dam the flow of assimila- 
tion, Jews escape from the Galut; from the 
Diaspora Jews ascend to Israel. Emigration is 
a voluntary act as far as the Diaspora is con- 
cerned. It should be remembered in this con- 
nection that people never migrated voluntarily 
from a higher standard of living to a lower one, 
unless the country with the lower standard at- 
tracted them by its more favorable moral climate. 
Only the promise of a full Jewish life and a 
greater measure of human dignity can persuade 
the American Jew to settle in Israel. He is not 
likely to be moved by any other considerations. 
Israel will remain the State of its Jewish citizens 
even under a reactionary regime; but only a pro- 
gressive Israel can serve as the National Home 
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of the Jewish people. A theocratic Israel, or a 
communist one, will not draw Jews from the 
United States or from other democratic lands. 

Every revolution is followed by a moral reces- 
sion. The place of the spiritual leader is then 
taken by the functionary, and the principled 
idealist is frequently crowded out by the op- 
portunist. This is a natural phenomenon in 
situations where the social dreamer has to give 
way to the builder, and spontaneous social up- 
surges have to make room for planning, organ- 
ization, consolidation, and stabilization. The 
State of Israel is not immune to this phenomenon. 
Only the social and moral forces of its pioneering 
labor movement, in concert with liberal Jewish 
elements outside the State, can protect it against 
moral retrogression. Problems affecting Labor 
Zionism throughout the world cannot be left 
to Mapai (Israeli Labor Party) alone and 
should be resolved by the united efforts of all 
Labor Zionist organizations. A strong Labor 
Zionist Organization in this country, one com- 
mensurate with the part American Jewry plays 
in Jewish life, will help bring about the neces- 
sary balance. 


JEWS NO LONGRR constitute a distinct economic 

group in this country. Jewish workers are 
part of the American labor force, and capital 
possessed by Jews is part of American capital. 
It is true that the occupational distribution of 
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the Jewish population still bears the imprint of 
the historical development of the Jewish people 
and in many respects does not parallel that of 
the country as a whole. But this does not alter 
the fact that the Jews are integrated in the 
American economy and perform useful func- 
tions which redound to the benefit of the entire 
population. It is therefore impossible to pro- 
mote a specifically Jewish program with a view 
toward changing the position the Jews occupy 
in the economic life of the country. This, of 
course, does not relieve the Jewish community 
of the responsibility to attempt to cure the eco- 
nomic ailments of American Jew which stem 
from Jewish group distinctiveness. But we must 
not lose sight of the fact that economic unique- 
ness is not the feature characterizing Jewish 
identity in this country. 

Nor can Labor Zionism be a political party 
insofar as the domestic program and the inter- 
national policies of the United States are con- 
cerned. Labor Zionism should participate in 
political action in this country in cooperation 
with and as a part of the general progressive 
and socialist movement. Only within the Jew- 
ish environment can Labor Zionism function 
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as an independent party with the Jewish com- 
munity as its base of operation, with the Jew- 
ish interests throughout the world as its sphere 
of action, and with special obligations in re- 
gard to Israel. 

Labor Zionist activities in the realm of Jew- 
ish world interests have been discussed above. 
In relation to Israel, American Labor Zionism 
will in the main be guided by the program of 
Mapai. Its contribution to the building of the 
Jewish State must not be reduced merely to par- 
ticipation in the United Jewish Appeal or to the 
selling of Israel bonds. This means that in ad- 
dition to participation in all activities for Israel 
and supporting Mapai, Labor Zionism must em- 
bark on a program having the following aims: 

To organize and advise Jews who wish to 
settle in Israel; 

2. To instill an appreciation of Jewish values 
and to stimulate an urge to share directly 
in the rebirth of the Jewish nation and 
the creation of a new social order; 

3. To encourage technicians and experts to 
place their skill at the disposal of Israel; 

4. To stimulate young American Jews to go 
to Israel for work for limited periods; 
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It is incumbent on Labor Zionists to give a 
living demonstration that social goals can be 
achieved only through individual self-realiza- 
tion. One cannot preach Jewish education while 
keeping his own children in ignorance of Jewish 
lore and values. One cannot cherish Jewish tra- 
ditions without following at least some of them. 
One cannot idealize social justice as a principle 
and give aid to reaction. Self-realization has 
bridged the gap between profession and _ per- 
formance in Israel; American Labor Zionists 
should accomplish the same task in Jewish com- 
munal work in this country. 

The Labor Zionist Movement, as an organ- 
ized force in the American Jewish community, 
should oppose all doubt as to the viability of 
the American Jewish community in favor of 
a policy of active participation in all construc- 
tive Jewish effort. Without overstepping the 
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“We Are Both From Brooklyn” 


By HAYIM GREENBERG 


Tt AUTHOR of The Negro and the Methodist 

Church, a professor of Biblical Literature 
at Duke University, has been urging for some 
time that American high schools acquaint their 
students with Negro contributions to American 
civilization. His own book will be used in the 
Bible classes and youth groups of the Methodist 
Church throughout the country. Our youth, 
Professor Crum argues, must have more informa- 
tion about talented Negroes in the business 
world and the liberal professions. The wide- 
spread ignorance concerning the Negroes’ abili- 
ties to attain a higher position in life is one of 
the greatest obstacles in the way of closer 
cooperation between the races. Professor Crum 
believes that when the youth learns that Negroes 
have the same intellectual capacities as white 
people they will respect them more and will 
be inclined to treat them as their equals. He 
therefore cites in his book a number of facts 
to demonstrate the Negro’s ability to raise his 
social station whenever he is afforded an 
opportunity. 

Professor Crum’s facts and figures are not 
new to anyone who has ever been interested in 
the Negro problem in this country. But he 
realizes that the vast majority of American 
youth does not know that there are more than 
180 Negro colleges in the country established 
and supported to a great extent by Negro 
efforts; that the professors and instructors in 
these colleges are mostly Negroes; that these 
colleges are attended by about 75,000 students; 
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religious framework of the Jewish community. 
Labor Zionists should endeavor to safeguard and 
expand the secular sector and foster the de- 
mocratization of Jewish life and the creation 
of a representative Jewish community organ- 
ization. They should bring a socialist spirit into 
the Jewish community and encourage its co- 
operation with the progressive elements in 
American life in the struggle against all forms 
of social injustice. 


Creative adjustment to realistic situations does 
not imply the acceptance of a vulgar practical- 
ity. Opportunism is no substitute for pragma- 
tism. Labor Zionism has much to offer to 
American Jews. It will be listened to if it has 
the courage to blaze new trails without losing 
its moorings in the ideals which have sustained 
it since its inception. 
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that at least 2,500 Negro students attend other 
universities; that about 6,000 Bachelor and Mas- 
ter degrees and 250 philosophy doctorates are 
awarded annually to Negroes. 

There can be no question about the useful- 
ness of informing American high school stu- 
dents of these and many smilar facts. Such 
information should become basic data about 
the social “geography” of the United States. 
In this connection it should be mentioned that 
there has not been enough appreciation of the 
introduction in Hunter College of a course in 
Negro History. 

But with all due respect for the value of 
disseminating the type of information Professor 
Crum refers to, one may have some doubts 
whether this type of enlightenment opens the 
way for the solution of the race problem in 
the United States. The Negro problem is the 
most festering wound on the body of the 
American people. This wound can be healed 
by means of enlightenment only up to a degree. 
There is no reason, of course, to ignore the heal- 
ing potentialities of eye-opening information. 
But a modern educator must realize that 
purely rational means are no panacea for such 
a wide-spread and deeply rooted ailment as 
anti-Negro bias. Nor can one be absolutely 
certain of the reaction of certain elements in 
the population to the facts which Professor 
Crum wishes to popularize. Improperly dis- 
seminated, such facts may even produce a re- 
verse reaction. The world, for instance, knows 
us, Jews, as intellectually competent and pro- 
ductive of a high proportion of outstanding men 
in various professions, but this knowledge did 
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not contribute to the eradication of anti-Semi- 
tism. Frequently it had the reverse effect and 
aroused jealousy and fear of Jews. We are often 
looked upon as over-capable, demonic, dangerous 
competitors. May not an appreciation of the 
abilities of Negroes produce a similar reaction? 

Hatred of the Negro (and in milder instances 
an “instinctive” desire to avoid him) is anything 
but a rational phenomenon. It is not enough to 
demonstrate logically that Negroes are human 
beings the same as whites. Those who suffer from 
the anti-Negro phychosis must be cured not 
only enlightened. Nearly every other American 
(a conservative estimate) is mentally shocked 
at the thought of inter-marriage with Negroes 
or sexual relations with them. Yet there are 
hosts of mullatos in the country. The almost 
Nordic pigmentation of Walter White, the out- 
standing fighter for Negro rights, may be a 
mutation. But there are in the country also 
millions of persons who are one half, one quarter 
or one eighth Negro. The laws of some south- 
ern states which rule that persons in whose 
veins flows “not more than one sixteenth” Negro 
blood should be eligible for marriage with 
whites, are sufficient proof that whites and 
Negroes mingled their genes quite freely in 
the course of the growth of this country. Mil- 
lions cf Americans did not despise Negro wo- 
men, and at one time it was almost a custom 
among southern cotton planters to give Negro 
slave girls as mistresses to their young sons, 
for “reasons of health.” (The same custom was 
not unknown in Russia prior to the abolition 
of the serfdom system, and in his youth Turge- 
nieft’s family gave him as “physiological wife,” 
also for “reasons of health,” a peasant girl. 

But the fact of the unchecked biological ming- 
ling of whites and Negroes did not help reduce 
the anti-Negro bias among large sections of the 
population. Today every biologist knows that 
blood does not transmit character traits, yet 
this fact, widely known to the educated public, 
does not do away with demands on the part of 
some people that the army institute separate 
blood banks for the two races. However, the 
same people who shudder at the thought of a 
transfusion of Negro blood have no qualms 
about being inoculated with serums derived from 
cattle. Irrational? Of course. But this, precisely, 
is the crux of the matter. 

Reason and knowledge are seldom effective 
against superstitions and particularly obsessions. 
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Those who feel a need to rationalize their anti- 
Negro bias repeat to this day the long discredited 
argument that Negroes have smaller brains, and 
“consequently” they are inferior to the white 
races. Were they to be informed that African 
Kaffirs (also Negroes), American Indians, Eski- 
mos and some Polynesian tribes have brains 
averaging a larger volume than the brains 
of white people, they would disbelieve the fact, 
or, having it proved to them, they would fall 
back on another favorite thesis of theirs, that 
Negroes give off a distinctive odor. 

I do not know of any completely effective 
remedy for the anti-Negro complex. I merely 
wished to point out, or to remind, that we are 
faced here with a therapeutic rather than an 
intellectual problem, and that when attempts 
are made to solve it, it is necessary to bear in 
mind the limited curative power of facts. 
It may be impossible to convince one who is 
obssessed with a fear that the dark is peopled 
with devils that they do not exist; even if con- 
vinced, he may still remain afraid. In such a 
case there may remain but one remedy—to com- 
pel such a person to stay in a dark room where 
he could become emotionally conditioned to 
the non-existence of the phantasms he dreads. 

The American army has recently embarked, 
on a small scale so far, on such a therapeutic 
course. The experiment conducted at Fort Dix 
during the past six months has already yielded 
some results. There white and Negro troops 
were made to train in mixed units. Some whites 
are under Negro command. In the recreation 
halls and at games, where each can choose his own 
contacts, white and Negroes mingle freely. 
The results of this experiment, we are informed, 
are gratifying. Recently some mixed units 
went out on maneuvers lasting several days. 
During this time they had to sleep in pup- 
tents. When a white soldier who had shared a 
pup-tent with a Negro serviceman was asked 
how he got along with him, he answered simply: 
“Very well. We are both from Brooklyn.” 

It is likely that were this white soldier to have 
been asked before this experiment was under- 
taken whether he would care to sleep in such 
close physical proximity to a Negro, he would 
have rejected the idea. But he was not asked. 
He was confronted with a situation. Experience 
provided him an opportunity to become emo- 
tionally convinced that his Negro tent mate 
was also from Brooklyn. 
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Maimonides In English 


By MORDECAI S. CHERTOFF 
THE CODE OF MAIMONIDES, 
* Yale Judaica Series Vols. II, III, 

IV, Book 13, THE BOOK OF 

CIVIL LAWS, translated by 
: Jacob J. Rabinowitz, 345 pp. 

$5.00. Book 14, THE BOOK 

OF JUDGES, translated by A 

M. Hershman, 335 pp. $5.00. 

Book 9, THE BOOK OF OF- 

FERINGS, translated by Her- 

bert Danby, 236 pp. $3.50. 


HILE COMPARING the texts of 

old editions of Maimonides’ 
Mishneh Torah in preparation for 
the present English translation, 
Dr. Hershman found one which 
included passages missing in the 
Venice edition and the Oxford 
Codex. These dealt with the con- 
tention that the Scriptural com- 
mandments had become obsolete, 
with the Messianic claims for 
Jesus, and with the-role of Chris- 
tianity and Islam in the propaga- 
tion of the God idea and the Mes- 
sianic doctrine. The passages had 
been suppressed by the Church 
and had long been unknown, al- 
though it was assumed that Mai- 
monides could hardly have avoided 
writing on such subjects in re- 
sponsa to those Jewish communi- 
ties throughout the world that 
turned to him for guidance. 

The passages brought to light 
by Dr. Hershman explain the sup- 
pression readily enough. Speaking 
of the Messiah,, Maimonides writes 
in part: “But if he does not meet 
with full success, or is slain, it is 
obvious that he is not the Messiah 
promised in the Torah. He is to 
be regarded like all the other 
whole-hearted and worthy kings 
of the House of David who died. 
.. . All these matters relating to 
Jesus of Nazareth and the Ishmae- 
lite [Mohammed] who came after 
him only served to clear the way 
for King Messiah.” In the period 
when Church dignitaries were 
challenging leaders of the Jewish 


communities to theological debates, 


it is obvious that statements like 
this could not help but strengthen 
the Jews in their “heresy” and 
block their conversion. When the 
Mohammedan countries were forc- 
ing the Jews to become converted 
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or flee for their lives, and many 
Jews had begun to speculate on 
the relative value of the Jewish 
and Moslem revelations as a pre- 
liminary step to such conversion, 
the above statement served to 
strengthen their will to remain 
Jewish. For Maimonides was not 
just another scholar—he was to 
the Jew his Aristotle and White- 
head, his Bacon and da Vinci—a 
composite of all the great intel- 
lects of all time: “From Moses to 
Moses (Maimonides) none has 
arisen like Moses.” He provided 
spiritual and legal guidance to the 
Jews of his own and subsequent 
generations, and one can well im- 
agine how pleased the Church 
must have been to be provided 
with a pretext to have his books 
burned (in 1234, when bittrealy 
warring Maimunists and anti-Mai- 
munists referred their dispute to 
the Christian authorities). 

Rationalist par excellance and 
easily the greatest and clearest 
mind among the Jews of the Mid- 
dle Ages, Maimonides applied the 
rule of reason to religion, refused 
to believe what he could not ex- 
plain rationally, and wrote that 
he would be ready to abandon the 
traditional Jewish view of crea- 
tio ex nihilo for the Aristotelian 
doctrine of the eternity of matter 
if the latter could be proved to 
his satisfaction. It may well have 
been the blind faith of the Mo- 
hammedans—the fanaticism that 
drove them to persecute “infidels” 
—which instilled in Maimonides 
his distrust of unexamined, “re- 
vealed” truth. This, Ahad Ha’am 
suggested years ago in a masterful 
analysis. Or it may have been 
simply the need to bolster Juda- 
ism against attack from outside 
that impelled his lifelong devotion 
to exposition and systematization. 
But whether the one or the other, 
or a combination of both, the re- 
sult was three great works. 

His Commentary to the Mishneh 
was the first step in an endeavor 
to teach the Jew to understand his 
Judaism. But because it followed 
the Mishneh, which itself has no 
order, the Commentary was of 
little help to the average Jew. So 
Maimonides then set about rem- 
edying this: in his Code he de- 
parted from the Mishnah’s hap- 
‘hazard arrangement of subject 
matter and organized the first 
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comprehensive system of Jewish 
law—one which, when consulted, 
provided an answer rather than a 
reference to further discussion 
and to obscure responsa. His Guide 
for the Perplexed, which fol- 
lowed, was a natural complement 
to the Code: it explained Maimon- 
ides’ approach to Jewish thought 
and belief and resolved the philo- 
sophical problems plaguing the 
thinking believer. 

Both these latter works had tre- 
mendous influence on Jewish life 
and thought, and each contributed, 
by the evidence it gave of the 
many- -sided genius and overwhel- 
ming erudition of the author, to 
the acceptance of the other. He 
was physician, collator, legal speci- 
alist, astronomer (he wrote an 
original treatise on the calendar), 
historian (of the origin and de- 
velopment of nature worship and 
pagan religion), moralist, theo- 
logian, metaphysician. But he 
was above all an intense believer, 
and it was this last quality, as 
evidenced in the Code, which made 
the Guide not the work of an 
underminer of Judaism, of an 
“apikores,’ but of a scholar and 
champion of the faith. 

The Code itself was completed 
in 1180, and within ten years 
was well known, and observed, 
throughout Europe, Africa, and 
the Near East; it was often fol- 
lowed even when apparently in 


disagreement with. a Talmudic 


passage, the presumption being 
that in such cases the passage had 
been wrongly interpreted. Though 
whenever Asher ben Yehiel, later 
on, ruled in contradiction to Mai- 
monides, he was followed in the 
main by the European Jews, par- 
ticularly the Ashkenazim, to this 
day the Oriental Jewish commu- 
nities follow Maimonides, and his 
work actually superseded the Tal- 
mud among the Jews of Yemen. 
The Code or Mishneh Torah was 
designed to take the place of the 
lengthy responsa occasioned by 
every ritual question and to obvi- 
ate the necessity for consulting 
long and involved Talmudic dis- 
putation. Since no detail of the 
vast Talmudic and post-Talmudic 
literature escaped its author, it is 
a true compendium of Judaism in 
all its aspects, and it has influenced 
all rabbinic writings of the past 
seven centuries. The work is 
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classified under fourteen coherent 
headings, and Maimonides’ name 
for it was indicative of his high 
hopes: Mishneh Torah means “rep- 
etition of the Torah,” of the Law. 
Because there are fourteen head- 
ings, it is also known as the Yad 
Hechazakah, the “Strong Hand” 
(the letters of the word yad hav- 
ing the numerical value of four- 
teen). 

Brevity was of the essence for 
convenience of study and for prac- 
ticality, so ‘Maimonides simply 
gives the law, omitting the logic 
by which he arrives at a particular 
decision. For the same reason, he 
omits the names of his authorities 
(among them Spanish, French, 
and Palestinian authorities un- 
known to us today), simply noting 
his general indebtedness in the in- 
troductory pages. Even in cases 
of disagreement with previous 
authorities he omits all argument 
for his own viewpoint. The ques- 
tion “why?” does not come within 
the purview of the work. In some 
cases, of course, the “why” is 
obvious: Maimonides omits Tal- 
mudic and Mishnaic rulings with 
which he differed, rulings he felt 
to be based on superstition, and all 
rulings which he, as a_practi- 
cing physician, considered unsound 
medically. At the same time he 
included laws derived from inde- 
pendent Biblical interpretation as 
well as from non-Jewish thought 
(his calendar, for example, is 
based on Greek theories and reck- 
oning). Further to promote ease 
of study and reference, the writing 
is in the beautiful and concise 
Mishnaic Hebrew, rather than 
Aramaic, which was the classic 
Talmudic idiom. 

Ironically enough, the very 
means by which Maimonides 
sought to attain the maximum of 
brevity and conciseness thwarted 
his own primary purpose, which 
was to simplify and systematize 
study. For an extensive library 
of criticism and commentary grew 
up around the Mishneh Torah, and 
the author’s hope that his work 
would stand on its own feet was 
not realized. No ruling of real 
validity can be derived from the 
Mishneah Tord unless the accom- 
panying body of criticism and 
commentary is consulted and in- 
vestigation of and comparison with 
other codes are made. Today, in 
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cases of disagreement, the majority 
view as represented by any two 
out of three authorities—Maimon- 
ides, Isaac Alfasi, and Rabbenu 
Asher—is followed. In philosophy, 
too, the system produced by this 
encyclopedic mind no longer holds 
sway, and what remains applicable 
today is the underlying principle 
of a lifetime of work: the superi- 
ority of reason over blind faith. 

The earliest edition of the 
Mishneh Torah was published in 
Italy in about 1480, the second in 
Soncino in 1490, the third in Con- 
stantinople in 1509, and _ the 
fourth, sixth and seventh editions 
appeared in Venice between 1524 
and 1575. There was an eighth edi- 
tion, the most recent complete one, 
in Leipzig, in 1702-3. The present 
translation will be the first com- 
plete edition of the Mishneh Torah 
to appear in English; it will be 
translated volume by volume by 
men who are both excellent He- 
braists and legal authorities, and 
it will be based on a comparison 
of texts and editions. 

The Yale University series of 
translations of Jewish classics, 
which is financed by the Louis M. 
Rabinowitz Foundation, was initi- 
ated under the joint editorship of 
Louis Ginzberg, Julian Oberman, 
and Harry Austryn Wolfson. 
The first volume in the Series was 
the translation from the Arabic 
of Saadia Gaon’s magnum opus, 
the Book of Beliefs and Opinions 
(Sefer Emunot Vedeot). The pres- 
ent volumes, three parts of the 
projected fourteen-volume trans- 
lation of Maimonides’ Code, con- 
stitute an immensely important 
contribution to Jewish scholarship 
in this country. 

sd + % 

QUIET STREET, by Zelda Pop- 
kin, J. B. Lippincott, 1951, pp. 
382, $3.50. 

It’s all here; the bombing of the 
Palestine Post, of Ben Yehuda 
Street, of the Agency building; 
the Jerusalem spy scare; the Tu- 
biansky case; the siege and the 
shelling; the Declaration of In- 
dependence read by Ben Gurion in 
the Tel Aviv Museum; the sudden 
defection of the United States 
from support for Partition; the 
battle for Negba and the opening 
of the “Burma Road”; Dir Yassin 
and the Hadassah Hospital convoy 
—even the Altalena affair. 
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It’s all here, and so as a novel 
it just doesn’t come off. Every- 
thing is either black or white— 
the Jews are good and heroic, the 
British and the Arabs are bad. The 
streetful of heroes, the street it- 
self as something of a character, 
if not a hero, becomes merely a 
device for showing the variety of 
Jerusalem’s citizens without ac- 
tually making them come to life. 

But Jerusalem is here—Rehavia, 
at any rate. And the mood of 
Jerusalem under siege, the kind 
of life the war brought to the 
city—and the variety of death— 
are all faithfully recorded. It is a 
moving book, particularly to some- 
one who went through the siege, 
who was in the Palestine Post 
building when the bomb went off, 
who helped clear the rubble on 
Ben Yehuda street through that 
fearful day and night—and who 
also lived on a “quiet street” in 
Rehavia. 

What all the crack journalists 
have failed to do, Zelda Popkin 
has done admirably: here is, jour- 
nalistically, an excellent account 
of the life of Jerusalem under 
siege. She arrived there just after 
the murder of Count Bernadotte, 
and was there during much of the 
subsequent fighting. Her research 
into the Jerusalem horrors she 
missed was as thorough as her 
faithfulness to what she discovered 
in that research. 

After the State was declared, 
David Courtney, an Englishman, 
had written in his daily Palestine 
Post “Column One”: 

“There is a new glory in the 
City. The golden shine of people 
who are brave and trusting, have 
an excuse to hate and don’t hate. 
This is a proud day and a man 
is proud to be among them. A 
nation grows great. City becomes 
holy, holier than any place, in the 
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blood and spirit of its men and 
women.” 

This novel recalls that glory, 
that “golden shine” which tends 
to become dimmer and dimmer as 
the occasion for it recedes into 
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history and new problems, other 
problems, face Israel. At the mo- 
ment this is a “documentary”; 
perhaps in time, as our memories 
of those days dim, it will read more 
like a “novel.” M. SEFTON 
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